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An Introduction to St Matthew’s Gospel 
 

Each year, the season of Advent marks the beginning of a new Church Year, 
and a new year in the three-year liturgical cycle. This year (2022–23) is Year 
A, when we read the Gospel according to Matthew on most Sundays. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke are referred to as synoptic Gospels (from the 
Greek, ‘seeing together’), and they share more or less the same theology 
and vision of Jesus.  (We read Mark in Year B and Luke in Year C. ) 

Matthew’s Gospel usually heads the list. However, recent study has 
established that Matthew depended on Mark, and his Greek text cannot be 
a translation of an Aramaic original. Matthew perhaps dates from the years 
80–90 since it makes reference to the destruction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem in c. AD 70 and the form of Judaism reborn after that. By the time 
of writing, Peter and Paul had both died and Christianity had spread and 
developed.  

It is generally agreed that Matthew was an educated Jewish Christian of the 
second generation, who knew Greek well. He was apparently writing for a 
Jewish audience, and so makes no attempt to explain Jewish customs. His 
style is conversational, giving us a portrait of Jesus as the supreme Teacher. 
He writes excellent Greek but also refers constantly to Hebrew thought and 
poetry. No other evangelist makes so much use of the Old Testament. 

Matthew probably lived outside Palestine, perhaps in Antioch in Syria, a 
town with a large Jewish population. His task as evangelist was a difficult 
and sensitive one, as he endeavoured to reconcile the Pharisees and the 
Nazarenes (as Jesus’s followers were called). These two surviving groups of 
the destruction of Jerusalem each represented a different strain of Judaism.  

Matthew’s writings are sometimes called the ‘ecclesiastical’ Gospel, for he is 
the only evangelist to use the word ‘church’ (ekklēsia), and his teaching 
shaped the Early Church. He gives us the first baptismal formula and the 
familiar form of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Matthew’s traditional symbol is a man (sometimes with wings), perhaps 
because his Gospel begins with Christ’s genealogy. (In contrast, the other 
three evangelists are associated with animals.) Theologians of the Early 
Church, including St Irenaeus of Lyons (b. c. 120), identified the evangelists 
with the four ‘living creatures’ that surround God’s throne in Revelation 4: 
7, although traditions about four heavenly creatures are also found in 
Ezekiel and Daniel.  



The Season of Advent 

Throughout this period of Advent – contrary to what the media would 
have us believe! – we prepare not just for Christmas festivities, gifts 
and good food, but for the coming of our Lord. ‘Advent’ means 
coming, and in fact we prepare for three comings: 

• The coming of Jesus, Emmanuel; God made man, born 
weak and vulnerable in Bethlehem: the First Coming. 

• The coming in glory of Jesus at the End of Time: the 
Second Coming.   

• The coming of Jesus into our own hearts – where, with 
Mary, we welcome him and say YES to him. 

We ourselves live in the period of history between the First and 
Second Coming. During Advent, we reflect on this. We watch and wait 
in hope, as we try to prepare a way for the Lord, and long for his 
coming to dispel our darkness. 

Advent is also a time when we try to prepare ourselves personally for 
the Lord’s coming, as we look at our own lives and repent of the 
times when we have not let his light shine through us.  

With a great feeling of expectancy and joy we can cry out in Aramaic, 
the language Jesus himself used:  

‘Maranatha: Come, our Lord!’ 

 



Homily for the First Sunday of Advent (2016) 

Pope Francis  

Today in the Church a new liturgical year begins, which is a new journey 
of faith for the People of God. And as always, we begin with Advent.  
The passage of the Gospel (cf. Mt 24: 37-44) introduces us to one of the 
most evocative themes of Advent: the visit of the Lord to humanity.  
The first visit — we all know — occurred with the Incarnation, Jesus’s 
birth in the cave of Bethlehem; the second takes place in the present:  
the Lord visits us constantly, each day, walking alongside us and being a 
consoling presence; in the end, there will be the third, the last visit, 
which we proclaim each time that we recite the Creed: ‘He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead’. ... 

The Gospel emphasises the contrast between the normal unfolding of 
events, the everyday routine, and the unexpected coming of the Lord. ... 

The Gospel wants to open our horizons to another, greater dimension, 
one which, on the one hand puts into perspective everyday things, while 
at the same time making them precious, crucial. The relationship with 
the God-who-comes-to-visit-us gives every gesture, every thing, a 
different light, a substance, a symbolic value.  

In this season of Advent, we are called to expand the horizons of our 
hearts, to be amazed by the life which presents itself each day with 
newness. In order to do this, we must learn to not depend on our own 
certainties, on our own established strategies, because the Lord comes at 
a time that we do not imagine. He comes to bring us into a more 
beautiful and grand dimension. 

May Our Lady, the Virgin of Advent, help us not to consider ourselves 
proprietors of our life, not to resist when the Lord comes to change it, 
but to be ready to let ourselves be visited by him, the awaited and 
welcome guest, even if it disturbs our plans. 

 
 

Abridged and adapted from the homily at the Angelus, 
St Peter’s Square, Rome,  

27 November 2016 



Blessing for Waiting  

Jan Richardson 
 

  

who wait 

when they need 

to rise 

who wait 

when they need 

to set out 

bless them. 

Who wait 

for the end 

of waiting 

who wait 

for the fullness 

of time 

who wait 

emptied and 

open and 

ready 

who wait 

for you, 

O bless. 

Who wait 

for the night 

to end 

bless them. 

Who wait 

for the night 

to begin 

bless them. 

Who wait 

in the hospital room 

who wait 

in the cell 

who wait 

in prayer 

bless them. 

Who wait 

for news 

who wait 

for the phone call 

who wait 

for a word 

who wait 

for a job 

a house 

a child 

bless them. 

 

Who wait 

for one who 

will come home 

who wait 

for one who 

will not come home 

bless them. 

Who wait with fear 

who wait with joy 

who wait with peace 

who wait with rage 

who wait for the end 

who wait for the beginning 

who wait alone 

who wait together 

bless them. 

Who wait 

without knowing 

what they wait for 

or why 

bless them. 

Who wait 

when they 

should not wait 

who wait 

when they should be 

in motion 

Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons  (2015) 
https://www.janrichardson.com 



First Reading  Isaiah 2: 1–5 
 

The writings of Isaiah form the backbone for the First Reading at Mass on the 
four Sundays of Advent in Year A. They come from the first section of the Book 
of Isaiah (chapters 1–39), written around 740 BC. At that time Palestine was 
divided into two kingdoms: Israel to the north and Judah to the south.  

Isaiah himself was a prophet in Judah. He writes when the kingdom is under 
pressure from the Assyrians, who have already conquered Israel and are 
threatening to move south to Judah. Many people doubted God’s power to 
keep them safe and spirits were low. Isaiah’s purpose was to guide Judah 
through this difficult period in their history. 

Isaiah’s contemporary, the prophet Micah, wrote an almost identical passage 
to today’s reading (Micah 4: 1–5), and scholars find it impossible to decide 
which was written earlier. 

Isaiah is described as being the son of Amoz, thought to have been the brother 
of King Amaziah of Judah, so not to be confused with the Prophet Amos. 

His vision is for ‘the days to come’: the focus is on the future, as we ourselves 
look forward during Advent. 

Where normally we read of water flowing out to give life, here in a reversal of 
the theme, it is people who flow back up to the mountain of the Temple of 
God. The vocabulary reminds us of the pilgrimage made by Jews ‘going up’ to 
Jerusalem and the Temple on major feast days. 

Isaiah uses striking images — 
swords into ploughshares, 
spears into sickles— as he looks 
forward to peace among the 
nations, when the Law of the 
Lord is accepted by all. This is 
one of Isaiah’s favourite themes 
(see Is. 9: 5–6: the Prince of 
Peace; or 11: 6–9: the wolf and 
the lamb living together). Here 
Isaiah encourages the people to 
look up to the Lord, and walk in 
his light. 

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

First Sunday of Advent, Year A 

Kelly Latimore, Christ: Swords into Plowshares  
kellylatimoreicons.com 



Gospel  Matthew 24: 37–44 
 

Matthew Chapter 24 
At first sight, it might seem strange that the Church picked chapter 24 of the 
28 chapters of St Matthew’s Gospel to begin this ‘Year of Matthew’, and the 
time of Advent. There are two possible explanations: 
One is that it provides continuity with the discourses on the end of time from 
the previous weeks (32–33 of Ordinary time). 
The second is that Advent looks forward to the coming of Christ in judgement 
– sometimes called the ‘Second Coming’, or Parousia. 
The Son of Man 
This phrase, Aramaic in its origin, does not indicate a traditional father-son 
relationship; rather it is used to represent an individual member of the 
human species: ‘a human being’. It is found first in the prophet Daniel (7: 13–
14) in an apocalyptic vision, and Matthew uses it in connection with the 
Second Coming. The term emphasises the humanity of Jesus and his 
communion with us all. 
Noah’s Days 
People at that time would have been  very familiar with the story of Noah. 
However, what is at stake here is not eating, drinking and getting married (in 
themselves not sinful occupations), but the fact that people were not aware 
of what was happening around them. 
One will be taken, the other will be left 
The one who is taken is the one God has chosen; the other, like the people 
around Noah, were going about their daily occupations, but had allowed their 
inner spirit to fall asleep. They had lost their sense of anticipation and 
vigilance. 
Similar images are found in other parts of Matthew’s Gospel, where 
Judgement is a major theme: the sheep and the goats; the wise and foolish 
virgins; the wheat and the chaff. 
Time of the Coming 
The emphasis is on being ready and alert. 
Matthew’s readers had expected the Second Coming to happen very soon 
after Jesus’s death and resurrection, but as nothing materialised, they were 
starting to lose heart and go back to their old ways. Jesus is reminding them 
to be prepared at all times. Knowing the exact time in itself is not the 
important thing. 
The burglar 
Palestinian houses were often built of clay bricks; consequently they were 
relatively easy to break into. 
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