
Psalm 97 (98) 
 

Psalms 47 (48) and 93–99 (94–100) form a group known as 
‘enthronement psalms’. Their main theme is to celebrate the kingship of 
God: the Lord reigns, he is king. 

Today’s psalm is also a psalm of praise, and as such follows the typical 
pattern. It begins with an invitation to praise: ‘Sing a new song to the 
Lord!,’ followed by good reason to do so: ‘for he has worked wonders’. 

The first four verses focus on the mighty deeds the Lord has done in the 
past for the deliverance of Israel (even if the exact historical context 
remains unclear). 

In spite of their difficult early history, slavery and exile, the Jewish people 
are keen to praise the Lord and encourage everyone to exclaim in 
wonderment: ‘Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy!’ But 
God’s salvation is not restricted to the Jewish people: it concerns 
everyone, wherever they may be: ‘He has shown his justice to the 
nations … All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.’ 

The Hebrew word ‘Yeshuah’ is translated here as ‘salvation’, and appears 
three times in these few verses. It can also mean ‘victory’, and is found as 
a proper name: ‘Joshua’ in the Old Testament, or ‘Jesus’ in the New 
Testament. We are reminded of the angel Gabriel saying to Mary: ’You 
are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins’ (Matthew 1: 21). 

 
 
 

 
 

Gospel   Luke 17: 11–19 
 

It is traditionally thought that Luke was a physician. His Gospel certainly 
shows a great concern for the healing of men and women, and for Luke, 
healing means the restoration of both physical and spiritual well-being, 
as in this story about the ten lepers. The 
diagnosis of leprosy was in many ways a 
sentence to exile. Clothing that had been 
in contact with the disease was burned; 
houses afflicted with it were torn down; 
people beset by it were avoided ‘like the 
plague’. 

There is also another dimension to the 
story since here the healed leper is a 
Samaritan. At the time of Jesus, hatred 
had long existed between Jew and 
Samaritan, even though they shared the Torah and venerated Moses. 
Like most deep-seated hatred, the origin of their differences was not 
really known by the people. But throughout Luke’s Gospel, it is the 
outcasts, like the Samaritan, who recognize Jesus for who he truly is. The 
outcast sees and responds freely to the grace he or she has experienced.  

‘Jesus! Master! Take pity on us.’ 

All of the lepers were immediately healed by Jesus, but only one came 
back to thank him. Not only did that person suffer from leprosy, but 
being a Samaritan he was already regarded by the Jews as a ‘second-
class citizen’, lower in status than the Gentiles, and a heretic.   

Leprosy in Jesus’s time included skin diseases like psoriasis and acne, and 
it was perhaps one of these conditions that affected Naaman (today’s 
First Reading), since he was able to move around freely. The ten in the 
Gospel story, however, suffered from ‘genuine’ leprosy and were 
marginalized.   

‘Show yourselves to the priests’ 

The priests at that time represented both religion and medicine, and 
would have had the authority to certify the healed lepers as clean.  

‘Stand up … your faith has saved you’ 

The Samaritan’s act of throwing himself at the feet of Jesus to praise and 
thank him signifies not only his physical healing, but also his conversion. 

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 


