
Gospel   Luke 17: 5–10 

Over the past six weeks, we have accompanied Jesus as he journeys 
towards Jerusalem and his Passion. Our attention has focused on the 
opposition to Jesus and his disciples. Luke now returns to the subject of 
renewal and the demands of discipleship. 

‘Increase our faith!’ 
Jesus has just reminded his friends that they are to show the kind of love 
and forgiveness which most people find very difficult, so they ask for an 
increase in faith.  

Faith the size of a mustard seed 
Jesus replies that what matters is not the size of your faith, but that you 
have faith at all and make good use of it.  
Familiar with Greek drama and its conventions, Luke recounts Jesus’s 
words using exaggerated and graphic images to memorable effect: the 
mustard seed is one of the smallest to be found. ‘Mustard-seed’-sized faith 
can produce astounding results. 

A mulberry uprooted and planted in the sea 
Here is another graphic image. Not only does a 
mulberry tree have a very deep and extensive 
root system, but it would be all but impossible 
to grow it in seawater. Jesus gives his disciples 
another example of the unexpected effects of 
genuine faith. 

‘Who among you would say to your servant …?’ 
This parable appears only in Luke’s Gospel. Luke 
uses the social hierarchy of his time to be readily 
understood by his audience. He quotes a 
situation which will have appeared absurd to 
first-century readers: no master would eat after his servant. The disciples’ 
answer to Jesus’s question would clearly be: ‘Of course not!’  

‘We have only done what we were obliged to do’ 
Here Jesus makes the point that the disciples have to act like humble 
slaves, not with a view to self-glorification or to earn God’s favour, but 
because he asked them to do that particular task. We cannot expect to 
attain God’s grace simply by doing what he asks us to do, any more than 
slaves would earn credit from obeying their masters' orders.  

In today’s world, we might speak of serving God in our everyday activities 
without hoping for any other reward than the certainty of his love.  

God’s grace is freely given to all. 

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

Psalm 94 (95) 
 
This psalm of praise is said every day by many of the religious, 
ordained, and lay people who say the Morning Prayer of the Church.  
It is a prayer for collective worship, sometimes known as the Venite: 
'Let us come ...’ and follows the traditional pattern of a hymn of 
praise. 

First comes an 
invitation to praise the 
Lord using physical 
movement (bow, bend, 
kneel) and musical 
instruments, in this 
case our voice (hail the 
Lord with songs). 
Then follow reasons for 
praising God, usually 
introduced with the 
word 'for' or 'because'.  
Finally there is a 
conclusion, generally 
expressing a wish.  

After the initial praise, we also hear the voice of God in the concluding 
stanza. By using the word 'today', the Lord’s wish that we should 
remember and learn from the mistakes of the Israelites during the 
Exodus in Massah and Meribah – two words respectively meaning 
‘testing’ and ‘grumbling or quarrelling‘ –  where they complained to 
Moses because there was no food. They did the same later on when 
they came to a place where there was no water; once again they 
questioned God's goodness.  

The psalmist’s audience and we ourselves in the present century can 
learn from the Israelites’ experience. 

 


