
Gospel  Luke 9: 18–24  ‘Who do you say I am?’ 
Today’s passage is situated just after the feeding of the 5000. It constitutes the 
climax of Jesus’s Galilean ministry. (In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus remains within Galilee, 
while Mark and Matthew, who recount the same episode place it in Caesarea 
Philippi.) It can be divided into three sections: Jesus’s query about the way people 
perceive him; his self-definition; and finally the demands of discipleship. 
Jesus was praying alone 
Luke often depicts Jesus at prayer. Unfortunately, he usually does not tell us the 
content of his prayer, leaving scholars to conjecture that he often prayed silently to 
God his Father. In the Letter to the Hebrews, we read that ‘[Jesus] offered up prayer 
and entreaty, aloud and in silent tears’ (Hebrews 5: 7). 
‘Who do the crowd say I am?’ 
In Jesus’s time, people came to a sense of their identity from the sort of place they 
came from (Nazareth, Galilee) and from the opinion of significant persons around 
them. Hence the questions to the disciples. 
He is given three answers, possibly in order of popularity: 
John the Baptist: Jesus was continuing John’s teaching: repentance, the coming of 
the Kingdom.  Elijah: The Jews believed that Elijah would return as he had been 
taken up to heaven in the whirlwind of a chariot of fire drawn by horses of fire. (2 
Kings 2: 11–12). Ancient prophets: Jesus’s message echoed Old Testament prophetic 
tradition. 
‘But you, who do you say I am?’ 
In his answer, Peter recognises in Jesus the fulfilment of Old Testament hopes of a 
Messiah. Jesus’s injunction to silence was intended to prevent the kind of political 
and nationalistic acclaim which the Jews would have wanted to give a new Messiah. 
‘The Son of Man is destined to suffer grievously’ 
Jesus explains the sort of Messiah he is, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy of the Suffering 
Servant (Isaiah 52:13–53:12). The suffering, rejection and killing would come from 
men; the rising on the third day would come from God. 
‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself’ 
Freeing oneself from personal attachments to material goods or social groups frees 
the disciple from external pressures and enables us to depend on God alone. 
‘Take up [your] cross every day and follow me’ 
This may not necessarily be a post-Easter addition as some scholars suggest. 
Crucifixion was a common punishment during Roman occupation and the Jewish 
king Jannaeus (103–76 BC) is reported to have ordered the crucifixion of 800 
Pharisees. The mention of the ‘daily’ cross indicates that being a disciple of Jesus 
involves everyday efforts to rid ourselves of anything which prevents us from being 
free to follow Christ. 

 
Psalm 63 (63) 

 

This psalm is one of the most well known and well loved. The 
psalmist, identified by the psalm’s subtitle as David, speaks of the joy 
his intimacy with the Lord gives him. 

The first two stanzas reflect his desire for God, while the last two 
express his delight in him. He does not petition God for any favours. 
This intimate relationship with God is expressed by the way he 
addresses God directly and without fear. The words 'you' and 'yours' 
occur twelve times. 

 'You are my God'. 

The psalmist’s close relationship with God is not an excuse for 
escaping from life’s reality. He uses very concrete everyday images to 
describe how he feels: thirst; food (a banquet) – a longing for the 
most essential necessities for life; a chick seeking protection under 
his mother’s wings. Both of these images are found in the Old and 
New Testaments (see Psalm 42: 1–2 or Matthew 22: 4).  

The psalmist’s 
yearning for 
God involves his 
soul and his 
body, his whole 
being. Many 
words refer to 
the use of his 
body in prayer 
in the 
sanctuary: his 

thirst, his pining body, gazing, vocal praise, lifting hands. It is as if 
the fulfilment enjoyed in God’s intimacy at a deeper level can only 
be expressed in words of bodily satisfaction. (See also Psalm 36: 7–
9.) 

Even when it’s hard to pray, our body language remains a sign of 
our desire to be with the Lord. 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 
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