
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 12: 31 – 13: 13 
 

We have now been reading and praying the first letter of Paul to the 
Corinthians for three consecutive weeks, and will continue to do so for 
another four. Paul is answering letters he has received concerning a lack of 
harmony among the church community in Corinth. He is pointing out that 
the main purpose of the gifts of the Spirit  is to build up a community, and 
the Corinthians should not be carried away by any one particular gift if it 
undermines the community. 

In this context, it seems that the Corinthians gave too much importance to 
the gift of tongues and eloquence. In a culture where the written word was 
scarce, people prized oratory; at the time, rabbis had been discussing which 
language the angels spoke. 

Other valued gifts were prophecy and faith. We might expect to see wisdom 
listed here too, since it was held in high regard in Greek culture, but its 
omission might indicate that wisdom was lacking among the Corinthians. 

The passage on love, so often used at weddings, may have been a later 
insertion, since its style is quite different from the rest of the letter. But it is 
also helpful to remember that Paul’s words are addressed to a church 
community, and not to a couple about to be wed.  

Three Greek words are translated in English by the word ‘Love’: 

Eros: the romantic love of a bride and groom  

Philos: the warm-hearted love of gatherings of friends and family 

Agape: the love we have for others in a community, inspired by the love God 
has for us. The word ‘Charity’  is sometimes used to translate agape. 
It is this last sort  of love that Paul speaks about here. Rather than being a 
static description of what love is, the original Greek describes what it does 
by using fifteen different verbs, simply translated in English by is. So literally, 
it is not love ‘is’ patient, but love ‘shows’ patience. 
That love is what holds the community together. 

Paul uses the image of an unclear mirror  to describe our imperfect 
knowledge of God. At that time, the only mirrors available were made of 
polished metal and did not give as clear a picture as our current glass 
mirrors. 

Gospel   Luke 4: 21–30 
 

Today’s Gospel is the continuation of last Sunday’s reading. Jesus is 
preaching in the synagogue in Nazareth, and  has just finished reading 
Isaiah’s verses. At first, the listeners are full of praise for his preaching.  
This is Joseph’s son, surely 
In the social structure of first-century Galilee, there was little movement 
between social classes. You were expected to follow your father in his trade. 
People would have been suspicious of Jesus’s growing fame. Why was he not 
a carpenter like his father? 
We have heard all that has happened in Capernaum: do the same in your 
own countryside. 
People of the time would have expected Jesus’s allegiance to have been to 
his own town.  Nazareth is a long way from Jerusalem, and is a town 
surrounded by Phoenicians, Samaritans, Greeks; all foreigners and heathens.  
Nazarenes expected Jesus to help put things right and change things, yet he 
seemed to favour Capernaum. 
No prophet is ever accepted in his own country 
Jesus identifies himself as a prophet. His audience will have been familiar 
with the Old Testament prophets whose message often involved confronting 
people with their own failures. 
As a result they were often rejected (Nehemiah 9: 26–31); driven forcibly out 
of town (Amos 7: 12); or arrested and imprisoned (Jeremiah 37: 12–16). 
Two stories from the Old Testament 
* Elijah and the widow (1 Kings 17) 
Seeing the lack of belief among his own people, God sends his servant Elijah 
to Sidon, a city to the north of Israel, in present-day Lebanon, where the 
Prophet performs miracles. It was Gentile territory. 
Heaven remained shut for three and a half years 
Ancient Jews believed the sky to be a blue bowl over a flat earth. The bowl 
contained all the water of creation. If the heaven doors were opened, it 
rained; if they remained shut, there was a drought. 
This particular length of time is often used in apocalyptic literature for times 
of persecution or distress. 
* The cure of Naaman, the Syrian (2 Kings 5: 1–27) 
Naaman was a general of the king of Aram. He did not believe in the God of 
Israel. God worked through the prophets to help people outside Israel, just 
as Jesus helped people in Capernaum and not in Nazareth. This seems to 
imply that God favours pagans and Gentiles more than Jews. The people are 
outraged. 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 
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