
 Gospel  John 3: 14–21 
 

The last Passover 

This section of the Gospel is part of the final episode in the Book of Signs, 
seven of which are miracles. Through these signs John is revealing who 
Jesus is and what he has done. Our reading this Sunday is the key to the 
whole chapter.  

Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified 

The ‘hour’ Jesus is speaking of now is the time when he will be glorified 
through his death. This will have come as a shock to his listeners. The Jews 
believed that the ‘Son of Man’ was a powerful conqueror sent by God 
against whom no opposition could resist. They did not understand that 
glorification meant crucifixion on a cross. 

 A rich harvest 

John’s theology echoes Isaiah 52: 13,  the fourth song of the servant of 
Yahweh. The death of the servant is the means of his glorification: ‘See my 
servant will prosper, he shall be lifted up, exalted, rise to great heights’.  

The rich harvest has already begun to be gathered in. 

The Jewish crowds have been joined by the first of the Gentiles (vv. 20–22). 
The crowd is gradually becoming the ‘whole world’ (v. 19). 

If a man serves me he must follow me 

Jesus equates his self sacrifice to that of his followers. They are called to 
serve as he did. 

Now my soul is troubled 

Although John does not record Jesus’s agony in Gethsemane, these words 
are reminiscent of Jesus’s words and emotions at that time.  Jesus again 
uses the term ‘the hour’ and once more identifies the reason why his death 
is necessary. 

The voice of God 

God came and spoke to Jesus in the great moments of his life. Jesus heard 
the voice of God at his baptism when his ministry began (Mark 1: 11), and 
at the time of his Transfiguration (Mark 9: 7). This time God replies directly 
to Jesus’s words, for the benefit of the people. He is affirming Jesus as he 
approaches his passion and death. 

I shall draw all men to myself 

Jesus final words in this passage (v. 32) reiterate his message. His being 
‘lifted up’ from the earth – i.e. his death on the cross – is the means by 
which all mankind can have eternal life. 

First Reading  Jeremiah 31: 31–34 

 

Today’s passage is from a part of the book of Jeremiah that provides 
comfort in the midst of his gloomy predictions.  Salvation history is the 
record of how the Old Covenant fared: so badly that the nation was 
destroyed; so badly that the law of Moses, the Torah, became more and 
more a series of strict rules which didn’t necessarily have any 
relationship with God; so badly – and here’s the comforting part – that 
Jeremiah promised that there would be a new and final age in salvation 
history when God would bring about a ‘New Covenant’ (v.31f.: the only 
time a new covenant is spoken of in the Jewish Scriptures). 
 

A covenant originally meant an agreement between two unequal 
parties, freely entered into, binding perpetually, and sealed in blood.  
After a covenant was entered into, it was the custom for the parties to 
pass between halves of slain animals which had been laid out on the 
ground.  That action was a symbol of a prayer that, if the parties didn’t 
keep their word, may they be as these dead animals. 
 

This New covenant – the New Testament – will be basically the same as 
the Old in some ways: both are God-centred, both involve the people of 
God, and in both the response is shown in obedience to God’s law.  But 
the New Covenant will be different from the old in many ways.  It will 
last forever.  It won’t be inscribed merely on stone tablets or in a book 
as with the Old Covenant, but on human hearts (v.33), so that the 
people’s commitment will be made interior.  
 

(That doesn’t mean that the terms of the covenant will be subjective, 
but that God will move all hearts by his grace so that they will want to 
keep the covenant.) And it will no longer be necessary to put it into 
words of instruction (v.34): God will intervene directly.  All this newness 
is made possible because a ’new heart’ will be created in people; a ’new 
spirit’ given them.  
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