
Gospel   Mark 9: 2–10 
This episode begins the second half of Mark’s Gospel. The Transfiguration takes 
place about a week after Jesus speaks to the disciples about his Passion and death 
(Mark 8: 27–9:1):  one of the most precise time references in the Gospel.  

    The place of the Transfiguration has traditionally been identified with Mount 
Tabor in Galilee, and the day on which it is celebrated is referred to as the 
Taborion by the Eastern Churches. Nevertheless, it is much more likely that this 
event took place on Mount Hermon, a higher mountain in the region of Caesarea 
Philippi, where Jesus had been travelling with his disciples. (Mark 8: 27) In the 
Gospels a mountain is often the setting for revelation and for key events in the life 
of Jesus (Mark 3: 13; 13: 3; 14: 26). 

Peter, James and John 

Jesus took only the closest of his disciples to the mountain, those who would later 
have important roles in the early Church (Acts 3–4; 12: 2).  

His clothes became dazzlingly white 

Often, in Scripture, white clothing signifies the holiness that can only come from 
God  (Daniel 7: 9,  Mark 16: 5); similarly it is said that at the end of time ‘the 
virtuous will shine like the sun’ (Matthew 13: 43).  Jesus’s transfiguration is seen as 
a foretelling of the resurrection of humanity.  

Elijah appeared to them with Moses 

Jesus is accompanied by Elijah, ‘the first and the greatest of the prophets’, who 
ascended into heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2: 11).  Moses is also there, ‘the 
supreme law-giver’ of Israel whose death is recorded in Deuteronomy 34: 5–6. 
Jewish tradition holds that he, too, was taken up to heaven. Both men had 
encountered God on Mount Sinai, and together they represent the whole of the 
Old Testament, the Law and the Prophets. 

‘Let us make three tents’ 

Although he is afraid, Peter wants to capture this moment of ‘theophany’ (a Greek 
word meaning divine appearance). His desire to pitch tents may have been 
prompted by the autumn feast of Tabernacles (Succoth in Hebrew): a time when 
the Jews camped out to celebrate the harvest and commemorate their forty years 
in the desert (Leviticus 23:  39–43). 

A cloud came, covering them in shadow 

In Jewish thought the presence of God is regularly connected with a cloud. 

The Son of man had risen from the dead 

Only then would they realise what it meant for Jesus to be ‘the Messiah’, and 
were able to tell others what they had witnessed on the mountain top. 

Second Reading   Romans 8: 31–34 

Paul is here writing to the church in Rome, which included both Jews 
and Gentiles. The letter probably dates from 57–58 AD— earlier than 
any of the Gospel texts. Paul was then in Corinth, nearing the end of 
his third missionary journey around the Eastern Mediterranean. 

The letter is unusual in that it was written to a church which Paul had 
not yet visited. (He reached Rome only in 60 AD, and then spent two 
years under house arrest). Rome, of course, was the most important 
city in the Roman empire, and its Christians had contacts with many 
of the outlying districts of the empire. 

Over the centuries, Paul’s Letter to the Romans has been regarded as 
one of the most influential. Up to 28 extracts from it are read over 
the three years of the Sunday Lectionary, with Chapter 8 quoted 
more often than any other. In this chapter, Paul tells of how the 
whole of creation is being renewed. God loves us and his Spirit will 
triumph over all difficulties. 

Today’s passage comes at the end of a section 
where Paul discusses different aspects of the 
Christian life and the reasons for Christians to 
have hope. His language reflects that of the 
law courts: God is our judge, but he is on our 
side.  The series of rhetorical questions (to 
which no answer is required or expected) are 
the sort a legal prosecutor would use for 

dramatic effect. Similar questions also occur in Isaiah (50: 8–9).  

Paul’s reference to God not sparing his only Son has an obvious 
parallel with the account of the sacrifice of Isaac in this week’s First 
Reading (Genesis 22: 1–2, 9–13, 15–18). If God was willing to give up 
his Son on our behalf, will he deny us anything?   
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