
Gospel: Luke 1: 26–38 
 

The Annunciation 
 

In this last week of Advent, the focus moves from John the Baptist 
to Mary.  St. Luke shows us a woman of faith and gives her more 
prominence than the other evangelists.  

A virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph 

When the angel Gabriel visited Mary to announce the birth of Jesus 
she was a virgin betrothed to Joseph.  Betrothal lasted for a year 
and was as binding as marriage. It could only be dissolved by 
divorce.  If a betrothed man was to die the girl would be referred to 
by law as a ‘virgin who is a widow’.  Luke is the only new testament 
writer to mention the virgin birth. 

Zechariah 

Luke’s account of the announcement to Mary immediately follows 
the story of the priest Zechariah.  He was also visited by an angel 
and told of an unexpected and extraordinary birth (see Lk.1:5–25).   
On each occasion the expected child is given a name, a sign of a 
special relationship with God.  

 Let what you have said be done to me 

The stories are dramatically different in 
regard to the final response.  Zechariah 
was unable immediately to believe the 
message the angel brought to him. Mary, 
however, despite her lack of 
understanding, welcomed God’s word and 
committed herself to it.  By her openness 
to the Spirit of God, Mary is an example of 
Luke’s model of discipleship. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Psalm 88 (89) 

The psalm we are reading this week is an excerpt from one of the 
longest psalms in the Psalter. The compilers of the lectionary have 
chosen verses 1–4 and 27, 29. 

It begins with a hymn of praise of God and an oracle concerning the 
dynasty of David. It is possible to identify the person who prays with 
the king, making this part of the ‘Royal Psalms’, but the general 
context is unclear. 

The first stanza expresses the psalmist’s joy in God’s love and 
support, while the second puts in poetic terms the promise the Lord 
made to David which we heard in the First Reading (2 Samuel 7:1–5, 
8–12, 14, 16)). 

The permanence of that promise is stressed by the use of words 
expressing that concept: for ever (3 times), through all ages (twice), 
always, endure. The repeated use of ‘my’: ‘my father’, ‘my God’ is an 
indication of the special bond between David and God. 

Today’s Christians see in the birth of Jesus, the ultimate fulfilment of 
the promise made to David by the Lord. 
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