
Gospel  Matthew 25: 14–30 

This parable is the companion piece to last week’s parable of the ten 
bridesmaids. Its purpose is to show the disciples how they are to live 
while they wait for the end of time and the return of Jesus. 

I hid your talents in the ground 
Rabbis of the time commended burial of money as a good way of 
protecting it. There was no inflation, so it was a prudent course of action. 

A question of fear and trust 
A possible reading of this parable could focus on 
questions of fear and trust.  
The first and second servant are rewarded not so much 
for what they have done, but for their absolute trust in 
their master. Investing money always involves a risk 
which they were prepared to take. 
The third servant, on the other hand, is full of fear and seeks to keep the 
little he has at all cost. 

‘I had heard you were a hard man’ 
One of the reasons for his fear comes from his opinion of the Master, 
whom he sees as a harsh, calculating judge. However, in the parable, 
Matthew shows that living a life of anxiety and fear, rather than trust and 
love, has a paralysing effect and leads to losing everything.   

Weeping and gnashing of teeth 
This is a favourite expression of Matthew, which he uses several times to 
allude to the torments of hell. Many find these harsh words not in 
keeping with an all-merciful God. One possible explanation might be the 
desire to jolt people into reflecting on their own values by showing 
extreme situations and their consequences. 

A talent 
This is an enormous sum of money. One talent is equivalent to 6,000 
denarii and one denarius is a day’s wage for a servant. In Matthew’s time 
the word talent was used strictly as a unit for volume or money, and had 
no link with ability. 
 

First Reading  Proverbs 31: 10–13, 19–20, 30–31 

The Book of Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings, proverbs and 
admonitions, dealing with the events of everyday life, rather than the 
Law or actions of God. The material was written centuries before the 
coming of Christ, over a period of five hundred years, drawing on 
different sources. (For Israel the treasury of wisdom was the East, 
including the wise men who try to explain Job’s suffering, and the Magi 
who visited Jesus.)  

King Solomon himself, believed to have authored many of these sayings, 
had a formidable reputation for wisdom (cf 1 Kings 5: 12: ‘So the Lord 
gave Solomon wisdom as he promised him’). 

Today’s verses are taken from the 22 verses of the final poem of the 
Book of Proverbs. The date of writing is unknown. The text is an acrostic 
or alphabetic poem in which certain letters of each line form a word or 
words, or where each verse begins with a letter of the Greek alphabet.  

Israel was a patriarchal society, and this is reflected in today’s section, 
which gives a description of the ideal wife, mother and homemaker, who 
uses her talents for the good of others. She will create prosperity for 
herself and her family. 

This element gives us a foretaste of today’s Gospel, where Jesus praises 
those who use their gifts and skills for the good of the Kingdom. 

The final verses express the praise and reward that is to be given to such 
a person, be they male or female. 

 

 
 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 


