
Gospel   Matthew 21: 28–32 
 

As Jesus draws near to the end of his public ministry in Jerusalem, there is 
increasing tension with the religious authorities. This is the background to our 
Gospel readings for the next few weeks. 

Which of the two did the Father’s will? 

Today’s passage is the first of three parables told in succession by Jesus to the 
religious leaders who were challenging his authority at the time. It can be seen 
as a narrative example of Jesus’s earlier saying (Matthew 7: 21): It is not those 
who say to me: ‘Lord, Lord’, who will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but the 
person who does the will of my Father in heaven.  

Today’s parable highlights not just two sons, but two familiar classes of 
people, neither of whom is perfect: the tax collector and the prostitutes on the 
one hand; the chief priests and the elders on the other. One group, however, 
manages to do the better thing. Jesus, in turn, challenges his listeners to 
identify which of the two did the Father’s will. 

The reluctant son who changed his mind. 

The first son flatly refused to do his father’s will, but later, on reflection, 
obeyed his father by carrying out his wishes to work in the vineyard. For 
Matthew, the vineyard is often an image representing Israel, so ‘working in the 
vineyard’ can be equated to preparing for the coming of the Kingdom. 

Jesus compares this son to the ‘tax collectors and prostitutes’ of the time. They 
represent the class of people who at one point in their lives make no pretence 
of obeying God’s will, but later are able to accept the teachings of Jesus. They 
have a change of heart and amend their way of life.  

The son who was unable to put his words into action. 

The second son immediately said that he would do what the Father asked of 
him and then, for unknown reasons, decided against it. Jesus is clearly 
comparing this son to the chief priests and the elders. These Jewish leaders 
and their ancestors had a long tradition of following God’s law to the letter.  
However they refused to accept John the Baptist’s ‘pattern of true 
righteousness’ – i.e. doing God’s will – and to hear the teachings of Jesus which 
disturbed their way of life. Instead, they seek to question his authority 
(Matthew 21: 23). 

 
 
 

 

Psalm 24 (25) 
 

Today’s psalm is generally classified as a psalm of individual lament. Its 
structure is that of an acrostic, where in the Hebrew version each verse 
starts with a different letter of the alphabet in successive order.  

The verses we pray today are vv. 4 to 9, where the psalmist addresses 
the Lord personally in the first two stanzas, then speaks about God’s 
qualities and work in the third stanza. 

The key themes are surrender to God, and an entreaty for God to show, 
teach and lead the person praying in his ways of truth and faithfulness. 

 The word remember is 
repeated three times. 
The psalmist does not 
focus on remembering 
the past (his youthful 
misdemeanours), but on 
keeping in mind the 
Lord’s own compassion 
and love for all.  
His ‘truth’ is not an 
abstract notion here, 
but a relational one 
between different 
people. 

 
 

Just as in today’s First Reading (Ezekiel 18: 25–28), Ezekiel reminds 
Israel that remembering the past behaviour of their parents is no 
excuse for the way they are now, the psalmist here begs the Lord to 
forget his past, and in his goodness to remember him. 

For some, praying this psalm can also be a useful preparation to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 


