
Gospel  Matthew 13: 1–9 
 

Throughout Chapter 12, Jesus has been encountering mounting hostility, 
and it looks as if his mission to the House of Israel has failed. Chapter 13, 
which we read today and over the course of the next two Sundays, uses 
parables in order to explain. 
Jesus left the house 
It is generally thought that this house is the one he lived in in Capernaum. 
Such crowds gathered round him 
It is estimated that the crowd will have been of several thousand people. 
He got into a boat and sat there 
Sitting down is the traditional position for a rabbi teaching his people. The 
sea is the Sea of Galilee. 
He told them many things in parables 
Parables are multi-layered stories from everyday life, with a twist. They are 
designed to disturb and get the audience to work out their deeper meaning. 
A parable is easy to remember, to reflect on, and understand its hidden 
message. It challenges everyday assumptions. It is also a non- 
confrontational way to defuse hostility. 
Imagine a sower 
Jesus knows he is addressing Galilean farmers who would easily connect 
with sowing seeds. He builds on their experience of using a lot of seed and 
getting a poor yield. At first sight, the sower appears wasteful, throwing 
seed onto unprepared ground. However, we could also focus on the 
generosity of the sower who tries to get seeds to grow even on infertile 
land. 
A crop of a hundredfold 
The 'fold' is the relationship between the amount of seed sown and the 
amount harvested. In first-century Galilee, a yield of tenfold to fifteenfold 
would have been the norm. Here the yield is much greater (a hundred, sixty, 
thirtyfold). This is an indication that the parable is not really about actual 
seeds but is a metaphor. 
Listen, anyone who has ears! 
With these words, Jesus is inviting his audience to listen carefully, not just 
to the words they hear but also to their deeper significance. 
There are different ways to listen to and profit from what we hear, just as 
there are different soils which give different yields. 

 

Psalm 64 (65) 
 

Today we pray the second part (vv. 9–13) of a psalm of praise and 
thanksgiving to God the Creator. It considers the power of God so much 
needed by humankind. It gives us a sense of the life-giving presence of 
God amongst us. 

God’s power over water and creation leads to people being in harmony 
with him and his creation, producing an abundant harvest and healthy 
flocks. 

Scholars believe that the psalm might have been written in thanksgiving 
after a long period of drought, or to celebrate the beginning of the 
planting season. After the dry, hot summer season, the Jewish feast of 
Sukkoth gave people the opportunity to pray for rain for the newly 
planted crops. In an arid country such as Palestine, seasonal cycles 
bringing rain were essential to ensure that crops and animals thrived. 
Israel recognises its dependency on God’s power. 

What the psalmist describes as the wilderness probably refers to arid 
land during the dry season, which suddenly comes to life when the rains 
come. 

In the last line, the ‘they’ of They shout for joy represents not only the 
people blessed by God’s bounty, but also the whole of creation. 
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