
First Reading   Zechariah 9: 9–10 
 

In 586 BC, the Jews were vanquished and deported to Babylon. When 
Cyrus of Persia defeated the Babylonians, he allowed the Jews to return 
to their homeland. However, Jerusalem had been ransacked and the 
country was devastated. Indeed some Jews chose to remain in Babylon. 

It is around that time that Zechariah wrote in an effort to bring hope to 
the people of Palestine, who were trying to rebuilt their lives. He is part 
of a long line of prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah) announcing a new 
Messiah, from the line of David. 

However, his vision will no doubt have been very different from what the 
Jews expected, for Zechariah portrays a Messiah bringing back glory to 
the nation, not through war, but through peace.  Zechariah’s Messiah is 
humble and rides on a donkey, the mount used for friendly and solemn 
entries (see Genesis 49: 11 or 1 Kings 1: 33). 

Yet this peaceful Kingdom will transcend national boundaries, unite the 
North and South kingdoms of Palestine and extend to the whole of the 
known civilised world: ‘from sea to sea … to the ends of the earth’. 

 Gospel   Matthew 11: 25–30 
 

With the exception of verses 28–30, which are unique to Matthew’s 
Gospel, this passage can also be found almost word for word in Luke  
(10: 21–22). This points to the two evangelists using a common source, 
known by scholars as Q, from the German word ‘Quelle’ (source). 

In his prayer of thanksgiving, Jesus contrasts ‘mere children’ (the 
disciples; everyday people; us) with the ‘learned and the clever’ (the 
Jewish spiritual leaders; the Scribes and Pharisees). The latter burdened 
faithful Jews with many rules and regulations to help them follow the Law 
to the letter. 

 
No one knows the Son except the Father 

 

This phrase reads like a saying from St John’s Gospel and much has been 
written about it. It makes it plain that whereas the Jews thought they had 
complete revelation of God through the Law and the Prophets, Jesus has 
a very special relationship with God the Father which other men do not. 
Knowing the Son or the Father is not concerned with factual knowledge, 
but with an intimate relationship. 
 
Shoulder my yoke and learn from me 

 

The yoke metaphor was common amongst rabbis for the difficult task of 
following the Law to the letter. It may also be a reference to Sirach  
(51: 26–27).   
The image is from ploughing. 
A yoke was laid on the neck and 
shoulders of two oxen to plough 
the fields. Often farmers would 
put one old, experienced animal 
with a younger one to train it.  
Jesus invites us to labour with 
him, sharing the burden with us, 
teaching us through practice a 
new way of understanding God’s will. 
 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 
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