
Gospel   John 17: 1–11 

Chapter 17 of St John’s Gospel is part of the Farewell Discourses and is 

known as the ‘Priestly Prayer'. It is the longest prayer in the Gospels. We 

see Christ praying to God the Father after the Last Supper, surrounded by 

his disciples. Although we often read that Jesus goes to pray, apart from the 

‘Our Father', we rarely have an insight into the actual content of his prayer. 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven 

John shows Jesus adopting the traditional Jewish stance for prayer. He was 

also probably standing, as was usual at that time.  

His prayer is not private and can be seen almost as a ‘report’ to the Father 

of the mission he has accomplished. It is a summary of the significance of 

his life. He prays for himself (vv. 1–8) and for his disciples (vv. 9–11). 

Eternal life is this: to know you...and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

To know God and Jesus here does not mean having an intellectual, factual 

knowledge, but rather to have an intimate relationship with the Father and 

the Son which will then lead to love and discipleship. 

John substitutes the traditional Jewish knowledge of God through the Law, 

with a knowledge arising from a personal relationship of love. 

I have glorified you on earth … it is time for you to glorify me. 

‘Glory’ is a main theme throughout this passage. For John, the glory of God 

and his Son is expressed in the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

I have made your name known 

People in Ancient times believed that a person’s name revealed their inner 

character and power. In making his Father’s name known to the disciples, 

Jesus was revealing to them who God truly was. 

I am not praying for the world 

The ‘world’ in this passage has two meanings: first (v. 5) the created 

universe; then in verse 9, it represents secular society, those who do not 

know or accept God. 

All I have is yours and all you have is mine 

The disciples and us, as his followers, are included in the bond of love 

between the Father and the Son.  

 

 
 
 

First Reading Acts 1: 12–14 
 

Today we find the disciples back in Jerusalem after they have witnessed 

Jesus’s Ascension. The Mount of Olives where it took place is only a 

short distance from Jerusalem. 

A Sabbath walk – that is the distance you were allowed to walk on the 

Sabbath without breaking the Law – is only about half a mile, not quite 

one kilometre. Luke here is at pains to show that Jerusalem is still at 

the centre of the Paschal events. 

The eleven disciples, some women – including Mary, mother of Jesus – 

and his extended family, are meeting in an upper room. It is not known 

whether this is the upper room where the Last Supper took place, or 

the one where Jesus appeared to the disciples after his resurrection, or 

even the one in the house of John Mark’s mother (see Acts 12:12) 

There is a sense of expectancy, because the disciples will be waiting for 

the coming of the Holy Spirit for ten days. But their time is not passive: 

they are actively engaged in prayer. The Greek word used in the 

original implies all are saying the same prayer. They form the ideal, 

harmonious praying community. They are content being attentive to 

God, and are doing it of one accord while they wait for the coming of 

the Spirit. 

 

All joined in continuous prayer 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Seventh Sunday of Eastertide – Year A 


