
It was very early in the morning and still dark 
The time of day is significant. Throughout John’s Gospel we find this 
contrast between light and darkness. The gloom echoes the way Mary feels 
at the death of her friend Jesus. It could also reflect her lack of 
understanding of the events which have taken place. 
‘We don’t know …’ 
Although only Mary of Magdala is mentioned by name here, she was 
apparently not alone at the tomb. Indeed the other evangelists mention 
several women by name (Mary, the mother of James, Salome, Joanna).  
Mary Magdalen herself is a key witness to the death and resurrection of the 
Lord, despite her standing. John, always respectful of women – see the 
account of the Samaritan woman at the well, or Martha, Lazarus’s sister – 
gives her a prominent part, despite the contemporary culture where 
women had a very low social status and importance. 
Peter and the ‘beloved’ disciple 
Tradition has generally seen John the Evangelist, son of Zebedee, in ‘the 
beloved disciple’. However, more recent scholarship suggests that ’the one 
Jesus loved’ was more than a historical person in the life of Jesus, and also 
‘a symbol of the role that every faithful disciple would play in the life of the 
Church’ (Peter Edmonds S.J.). There are many instances in John’s Gospel 
where ‘the other disciple’ is given more prominence than Peter (13: 23, 18: 
15, 19: 26, 21:7 ), though here the evangelist is more balanced. Yes, the 
unnamed disciple arrives first at the tomb, but it is Peter, the impulsive one, 
who shows initiative and leadership by going into it. Nevertheless, it is ’the 
one Jesus loved’ who first believes in the resurrection here.  
Peter bent down into the tomb 
Contemporary archaeological research shows that, at the time, a 3-foot tall 
entrance led into cave-like tombs. 
The linen cloths 
John gives a very specific account of the position and state of the linen 
cloths. The carefully folded linens attest to the fact that the body has not 
been stolen or spirited away. John’s audience will remember Lazarus 
emerging from his tomb, ‘his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and 
a cloth round his face’. 
They had failed to understand the teaching of Scripture. 
The disciples needed to experience the resurrection to understand the Old 
Testament prophecies. In fact, there are few references to resurrection in 
Scripture (Hosea 6: 3, Jonah 2: 1, Isaiah 53: 10–13, Psalm 16/17: 8–11). They 
will only fully understand after Pentecost. 

 

First Reading  Acts 10: 37–43 
 

Between Easter and Pentecost Sundays, the First Reading is taken 
from the Acts of the Apostles. This book is a follow-on from Luke’s 
Gospel, and the majority of scholars estimate its date as 80–85 AD. It 
gives an account of the beginnings of the early Christian Church under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and with the belief in the resurrection.  

About a third of the book consists of Discourses or Speeches. They are 
an important literary device for Luke. They enable the main 
characters (here Peter) to give meaning to events with which they are 
connected.  They reflect the missionary zeal of this first generation of 
Christians. 

The setting of Peter’s speech is the house of Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion, a Gentile, but an upright and God-fearing man, highly 
regarded by the entire Jewish people (Acts 10: 22). However, this was 
not enough for Peter, as a Jew, to feel he could enter Cornelius’s 
house without being defiled. In the verses before this passage, God 
makes Peter understand that it will be acceptable for him to go and 
speak to Cornelius (Acts 10: 1–35). 

It is in this unconventional setting that Peter proclaims the message 
of the Gospel to Gentiles. Verses 37–39 are a résumé of Jesus’s 
ministry and follow closely the outline of the Synoptic Gospels (Mark, 
Matthew and Luke). 

Rather than going into the details of the circumstances of the 
resurrection, Peter seeks to stress its meaning. God’s generosity is 
expressed through Jesus Christ.  All who believe in Jesus will have 
their sins forgiven through his name. 

 

Gospel  John 20: 1–9 
No evangelist describes the actual resurrection, yet it is at the 
core of our Christian faith. John gives the fullest description of 
events around it; he has a keen eye for detail. Unsurprisingly, the 
accounts of all four evangelists differ slightly from one another, 
probably as a result of oral transmission of events, and the 
specific preoccupations or focus of each writer. 
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