
 

Miniature of St Matthew from the 7th-century Lindisfarne Gospels. He is 
shown accompanied by his traditional symbol, the figure of a man, and by a 
second figure peering out from behind a curtain.  

Year A (2019–20) 

the Year of ST Matthew 



 

An Introduction to St Matthew’s Gospel 
 

Each year, the season of Advent marks the beginning of a new Church Year, 

and a new year in the three-year liturgical cycle. This year, 2019–2020, is 

Year A, when we read the Gospel according to Matthew on most Sundays, 

whereas Mark comes in Year B, and Luke in Year C. These three Gospels are 

referred to as synoptic (from the Greek, 'seeing together'), and they share 

more or less the same theology and vision of Jesus.   

Matthew's Gospel usually heads the list. However, recent study has 

established that Matthew’s writing depended on Mark, and that his Greek 

text could not be a translation of an Aramaic original. His Gospel perhaps 

dates from the years 80–90, for it makes a reference to the destruction of 

the Temple in Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and to the form of Judaism reborn after 

that.  By the time of writing, Peter and Paul had both died and Christianity 

had spread and developed.  

Most scholars agree that Matthew was an educated Jewish Christian of the 

second generation, who knew Greek well. He was apparently writing for a 

Jewish audience, and so makes no attempt to explain Jewish customs. His 

style is conversational, giving us a portrait of Jesus as the supreme Teacher. 

He writes excellent Greek but also refers constantly to Hebrew thought and 

poetry. 

It is thought that Matthew lived outside Palestine, perhaps in Antioch in 

Syria, a town with a large Jewish population. His job was a difficult and 

sensitive one, as he endeavoured to reconcile the Pharisees and the 

Nazarenes (as Jesus's followers were called), the two surviving groups of the 

destruction of Jerusalem, each representing a different strain of Judaism. No 

other evangelist makes so much use of the Old Testament. 

Matthew’s writings are sometimes called the 'ecclesiastical' Gospel, for he is 

the only evangelist to use the word 'church' (ekklēsia), and his teaching 

shaped the Early Church.  He gives us the first baptismal formula and the 

familiar form of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Matthew is  depicted as a man (sometimes with wings), perhaps because his 

Gospel begins with Christ’s genealogy, whereas the three other evangelists 

are associated with animals. Early Church theologians, including St Irenaeus 

of Lyons (b. c. 120), identified the evangelists with the four ‘living creatures’ 

that surround God’s throne in Revelation 4: 7, although traditions about 

four heavenly creatures are also found in Ezekiel and Daniel.   

The Season of Advent 
 

Throughout this period of Advent – contrary to what the media would 

like us to believe – we prepare not just for Christmas festivities, 

presents and good food, but also for the coming of our Lord. 

Advent means Coming 

 In fact we prepare for three comings: 

 The coming of Jesus, Emmanuel; God made man, born weak 

and vulnerable in Bethlehem: the First Coming. 

 The coming in glory of Jesus at the end of time: the Second 

Coming.    

 The coming of Jesus in our hearts – where with Mary we 

welcome him and say YES to him: the Third Coming. 

We ourselves live in the period of history between the First and 

Second Coming, and during Advent, we reflect on this. We watch and 

wait in hope; we prepare a way for the Lord; and we long for his 

coming to dispel our darkness. 

Advent is also a time when we try to prepare ourselves personally for 

the Lord’s coming, as we look at our lives and  acknowledge the times 

when we have not let his light shine through us. This is why the colour 

of the liturgical vestments is purple, the colour of repentance. 

With a great feeling of expectancy and joy we can cry out  in Aramaic, 

the language Jesus himself used: 

‘Maranatha:  Come, our Lord!’ 

 



'God Comes' 

At the beginning of a new yearly cycle, the liturgy invites the Church to 

renew her proclamation to all the peoples and sums it up in two words 

‘God comes.’ These words, so concise, contain an ever-new evocative 

power. 

     Let us pause a moment to reflect: it is not used in the past tense –  

God has come, nor in the future – God will come, but in the present – 

‘God comes.’  

    At a closer look, this is a continuous present, that is, an ever-

continuous action: it happened, it is happening now and it will happen 

again. In whichever moment, ‘God comes.’   […] 

     Advent calls believers to become aware of this truth and to act 

accordingly. It rings out as a salutary appeal in the days, weeks and 

months that repeat: Awaken! Remember that God comes! Not yesterday, 

not tomorrow, but today, now! 

     The one true God, ‘the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob’, is not a God 

who is there in Heaven, unconcerned with us and our history, but he is 

the-God-who-comes. 

  He is a Father who never stops thinking of us and, in the extreme 

respect of our freedom, desires to meet us and visit us; he wants to 

come, to dwell among us, to stay with us.   …    God comes to save us. 

       In the first days of Advent, the accent falls on the expectation of the 

Lord’s Final Coming. …   [But] with Christmas approaching, the dominant 

note instead is on the commemoration of the event at Bethlehem  […]

Between these two ‘manifested’ comings, it is possible to identify a third, 

a ‘hidden’ one … which occurs in the souls of believers and, as it were, 

builds a ‘bridge’ between the first and the last coming. 
 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, extract from Homily  of First Vespers of 

the First Sunday of Advent (Saturday, 2 December 2006) 

O Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, and be our God-with-us 

O long-sought With-ness for a world without, 

O secret seed, O hidden spring of light. 

Come to us Wisdom, come unspoken Name 

Come Root, and Key, and King, and holy Flame, 

O quickened little wick so tightly curled, 

Be folded with us into time and place, 

Unfold for us the mystery of grace 

And make a womb of all this wounded world. 

O heart of heaven beating in the earth, 

O tiny hope within our hopelessness 

Come to be born, to bear us to our birth, 

To touch a dying world with new-made hands 

And make these rags of time our swaddling bands. 
 

        Malcolm Guite, 

Waiting on the Word (2015) 



Gospel  Matthew 24: 37–44 
 

Matthew Chapter 24 
At first sight, it might seem strange that the Church picked chapter 24 of the 
28 chapters of St Matthew’s Gospel to begin this ‘Year of Matthew’, and the 
time of Advent. There are two possible explanations: 
One is that it provides continuity with the discourses on the end of time from 
the previous weeks (32–33 of Ordinary time). 
The second is that Advent looks forward to the coming of Christ in judgement 
– sometimes called the ‘Second Coming’, or Parousia. 
The Son of Man 
This phrase, Aramaic in its origin, does not indicate a traditional father-son 
relationship; rather it is used to represent an individual member of the 
human species: ‘a human being’. It is found first in the prophet Daniel (7: 13–
14) in an apocalyptic vision, and Matthew uses it in connection with the 
Second Coming. The term emphasises the humanity of Jesus and his 
communion with us all. 
Noah’s Days 
People at that time would have been  very familiar with the story of Noah. 
However, what is at stake here is not eating, drinking and getting married (in 
themselves not sinful occupations), but the fact that people were not aware 
of what was happening around them. 
One will be taken, the other will be left 
The one who is taken is the one God has chosen; the other, like the people 
around Noah, were going about their daily occupations, but had allowed their 
inner spirit to fall asleep. They had lost their sense of anticipation and 
vigilance. 
Similar images are found in other parts of Matthew’s Gospel, where 
Judgement is a major theme: the sheep and the goats; the wise and foolish 
virgins; the wheat and the chaff. 
Time of the Coming 
The emphasis is on being ready and alert. 
Matthew’s readers had expected the Second Coming to happen very soon 
after Jesus’s death and resurrection, but as nothing materialised, they were 
starting to lose heart and go back to their old ways. Jesus is reminding them 
to be prepared at all times. Knowing the exact time in itself is not the 
important thing. 
The burglar 
Palestinian houses were often built of clay bricks; consequently they were 
relatively easy to break into. 
 

Psalm 121 (122) 
 

This week’s psalm is one of the so-called 'Psalms of Ascents', that is those 
psalms linked with the people of Israel going on pilgrimage up to Jerusalem 
for major festivals (the feasts of Passover, Unleavened bread and 
Tabernacles), as was required by the Law (see Deuteronomy  16: 16–17).  

This requirement was seen as an exciting endeavour rather than a chore ('I 
rejoiced when I heard them say…' ). After a long and probably strenuous 
journey, there is also great relief at having finally arrived. It is in Jerusalem 
that God’s house, the house of the Lord can be found.  

Jerusalem is a town built on top of a hill and well protected from enemy 
attack, as is attested by the reference to gates and walls. 

Translation cannot adequately render the close link between the words 
‘Peace’ and ‘Jerusalem’. Indeed, in Hebrew word for Jerusalem –

'Ierushalaim' – contains the same sounds as 'Shalom', the Hebrew word for 

peace: ' sch-l-m' and 'I-r- sch-l-m'. 

This peace, or Shalom, is more than a state of non-conflict; it is a near- 
tangible sense that God is present, particularly in the Temple, the place 
where the twelve tribes of Israel gather to give thanks and settle any 
arguments or disputes before the thrones of judgement. Such a peace 
would be sure to lead to prosperity and security. 

For contemporary Christians, the psalmist’s appeal to pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem will have a particular relevance and urgency. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

First Sunday of Advent, Year A 



2020 is the tenth anniversary of Verbum Domini – Pope 
Benedict XVI’s Apostolic Exhortation on ‘The Word of the 
Lord’ and the 1,600th anniversary of St Jerome’s death. 
These dates have inspired the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of England and Wales to dedicate 2020 as a year of focus on 
the Bible and ‘The God Who Speaks’, starting on the First 
Sunday in Advent, 2019. 

A prayer I might like to use 
Living God,  
you walk alongside me 
and speak to me throughout the Scriptures. 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, listens to my hopes and fears 
and shows me how to live for others. 
Send me the Holy Spirit to open my heart and mind 
so that I may be your witness throughout the world. 

Your word is a lamp for my steps and a light for my path. 
Psalm 118 (119): 105 

 

Scripture shapes our actions, our choices and how we relate to God, to 
ourselves, to our neighbours and to our world.  
It guides all our relationships and how we live our lives. 
Scripture teaches us how to live in society, to respect each human being 
and to work towards the common good.  
The Scriptures inspire us to put faith into action,  
living God’s word and doing God’s word. 

 In what good ways do I live God’s word? 
 Where might there be gaps? Is anyone excluded? 
 What new ways and opportunities might be open to me? 

www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/the-god-who-speaks/  

To mark this initiative, an additional sheet with ‘The God who speaks’ 
logo will be included with the Prego leaflet each week. 

This will contain a short quotation from Scripture and a prayer.  


