
Second Reading: Colossians 1: 12–20 
Colossae was a city in present-day South West Turkey.  Although there 
was a large Jewish population, it seems most of the new Christians were 
Gentiles. The local economy revolved around wool and textiles.  

This letter was originally accepted as one of those authentically 
attributed to St Paul himself, but since the nineteenth century scholars 
have began to doubt this, given its language, style and theological ideas. 
It is now thought by most exegetes to have been written by someone 
familiar with Pauline tradition towards the end of the first century AD.  At 
that time, writing in the name of an important and respected author was 
accepted as a way of rendering homage. 

The main purpose of the letter is to provide encouragement and support 
to the Christians of Colossae, often persecuted and suffering for their 
faith.  The author also wants to correct errors of beliefs which have been 
reported to him (see Colossians 2). 

The verses we pray today can be divided into two sections: vv. 12–15 and 
vv. 15–20 . 

Section 1 gives thanks to the Father who has 'created a place for us in the 
Kingdom of the Son that he loves'.   
Some have seen in the opposition between light and darkness an 
indication that these verses might have been part of a baptismal liturgy. 
Echoing the flight from Egypt in Exodus, Christians have been 'taken out 
of the power of darkness'.  Being new citizens of the Kingdom of God, we 
gain our freedom through the forgiveness of sins. 

Section 2 is a Christological hymn (see also Philippians 2: 6–11, or 
Ephesians 1: 3–14 for similar hymns).  A good number of scholars think 
that it is the adaptation of a pre-existing text.   
Its main theme is the role of Christ, who is seen as  

• the one who has dominion over all creation   

• the head (according to Greek thought, the very source of life) of the 

Church – i.e. all of us who are the  Body of the Risen Christ 

• the one who reconciles us to God.  Sin had alienated all creation from 
God, but through Jesus Christ who 'made peace by his death on the 
cross', we are given direct access to God.  

Gospel  Luke 23: 35–43 
Historical background 
The devotion to Christ's Kingship was addressed in the 
encyclical Quas Primas of Pope Pius XI, published in 
1925, where the Pope quotes Cyril of Alexandria: 
'Christ has dominion over all creatures, a dominion 
not seized by violence nor usurped, but by essence 
and by nature'. Pius XI wanted to remind Christians 
that their allegiance was to their spiritual ruler in 
heaven as opposed to an earthly leader (who at that 
time in Italy was the fascist Mussolini). 

Old Testament references 
Luke draws on Old Testament texts familiar to his readers: 
Psalm 22: 6–8 to describe what is happening to Jesus as he is mocked 
by the crowd, a soldier and a criminal: 'scorn of mankind, … jest of the 
people’ 
Wisdom 2: 20: 'Let us condemn him to a shameful death , since he will 
be looked after – we have his word for it.’ 

The crucified Christ is mocked 
The taunts aimed at Jesus recall his temptations in the wilderness (Luke 
4: 1–13).  Jesus is now tempted to save his life, not by giving it away 
but by holding onto it. 
Paradoxically, the words used to taunt him are true, 'The Christ of 
God', 'the Chosen One', 'King of the Jews.’ 
The 'good' criminal is the one to initiate positive responses to Jesus. He 
acknowledges Jesus’s Kingship. Jesus declares him free: it is an 
acquittal by God who '… has appointed him to judge everyone alive or 

dead.' (Acts 10: 42) 

The image of Christ, our King, in this Gospel is very different from the 
one given to us in the second reading from Colossians. Yet the two are 
complementary. The words of the Preface of the Mass for this Sunday 
put it very beautifully: 

As King he claims dominion over all creation, 
that he may present to you, his almighty Father, 
an eternal and universal kingdom; 
a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Our lord Jesus Christ, Universal King, Year C 


