
 
Gospel    John 17: 20–26 

 

For this last Sunday of Eastertide, the Gospel reading is an extract from 
John 17.  Since the 16th century, this has often been called the ‘Priestly 
Prayer’ or the ‘High Priestly Prayer’, and is part of the Farewell 
Discourse. 

The synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) often show Jesus at 
prayer, but, with the exception of the ‘Our Father’, they do not 
normally tell us the contents of Jesus’s prayer. 

The purpose of the passage in John is not to teach us how to pray, but 
to show the intimate relationship between Jesus and his Father. 

I pray not only for these but for those also who through their words 
will believe in me. 

Jesus is not only praying for his disciples, but also through them, for all 
believers across all ages.  He is praying for us too.  

May they all be one 

The word for ‘one’ used here is the same as that used in Genesis (2: 24) 
to describe the relationship between a husband and wife.  The special 
bond between these two people is different from all others. This 
oneness is not about being identical; rather it is about loving the other 
in spite of their differences with you.  It is loving them as God loves 
Jesus and as he loves us. 

The world has not known you, but I have known you. 

Jesus extends his prayer to the 
whole church.  Knowing is not so 
much having factual, intellectual 
knowledge of someone, but  
personal, direct experience of the 
other.  The word here takes on an 
intimate and mystical sense. 

 
 

 

Psalm 96 (97) 
 

Today’s psalm comes from one of the so-called ‘Enthronement psalms’ 
which celebrate the enthronement of the Lord as King.  

The writers of the different books of the Bible pictured heaven centred 
around the throne of God, the centre of power, surrounded by a royal 
court. God pictured as King  is one of the most common images of God 
in the Old Testament, particularly in the psalms. 

The King was the supreme judge, the law-maker and enforcer. 

It is then to be expected that the psalmist should show a God who 
created and controlled the universe: 'the many coastlands and the 
skies'. He has won the battle over the forces of chaos. His throne is built 
on justice and righteousness. 

At a time where many people were still worshipping several Gods, the 
psalmist’s approach here is strictly monotheistic. 

The author is at pains to show how complete God’s omnipotence is. He 
uses the word 'all' four times in the few verses we pray today: 'all 
peoples, all spirits, all the earth' .  

'The Lord IS King' is not a promise for the future. For the people of 
Israel, as indeed for us, it is a present-day reality. 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year C 
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