
Gospel   John 14: 23– 29 
 

I have told you this now so that when it happens you will believe 
This week we move further into Jesus’ farewell discourse, which is only to be 
found in John’s Gospel. Today’s reading begins with Jesus’s reply to Judas (not 
Judas Iscariot). Having heard Jesus say, In a short time the world will no longer 
see me; but you will see me, because I live and you will live (v. 19), Judas had 
asked Jesus, Lord what is this all about? Do you intend to show yourself to us and 
not to the world? (v. 22). Prior to Judas’s question, Thomas and Philip have also 
expressed their difficulty in understanding Jesus’s meaning. 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word and my Father will love him 
Judas and the others do not understand that Jesus is speaking of his 
Resurrection; they are expecting him to make a much more ‘worldly’ return.    
Jesus does not directly answer Judas’s question but says again that love and 
obedience are central to the promises he is making to them. (Love is an all-
important theme in John’s Gospel). 

And we shall come to him and make our home with him 
Jesus has spoken to his disciples of the intimate relationship he has with his 
Father. He re-affirms this now, using ‘we’ in his promise of love and indwelling 
for those who love him; their love and obedience will also intimately unite them 
with himself and his Father. 

The Advocate, the Holy Spirit … will teach you everything 
Jesus’s ‘coming’ to those who love him is directly linked with the Holy Spirit, the 
‘Paraclete’. This word can be interpreted as something similar to a defence 
lawyer, or someone ‘I call to my side’, as would be the case with an advocate. It 
is also understood as ‘Comforter’. The Holy Spirit, by ‘teaching and reminding’ (v. 
26), will lead Jesus’s followers into a deeper understanding of all that he taught 
them while on earth. 

Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give you.  
Peace is Jesus’s parting gift to his disciples. In the Hebrew Bible the word for 
peace is shalom. It means more than just a quiet time or freedom from troubles, 
but rather a deeper inner peace which remains despite external unrest. No 
situation can either give or take away the peace of Christ. 

It is thought that Chapter 14 would have lead directly into the account of Jesus’s 
Passion and death (Ch. 17, 18 & 19). However, John repeats material from Ch. 14 
in Ch. 15 & 16. This has led many scholars to think that these two chapters are 
an addition to, or an alternative version of, Chapter 14, most probably included 
to reinforce the information already given. 

First Reading   Acts 15: 1–2, 22– 29 
 

The first two verses of this passage set the scene for what is often called 
the first Council of Jerusalem (the details of which are not read today).   

During their journeys through Asia Minor. Paul and Barnabas preached the 
Good News to the Jews first, but when the Jews rejected their teachings 
they turned to Gentiles, non-Jewish Greeks who welcomed them. The 
question then arose as to whether these Gentiles should follow Jewish 
practices (in particular circumcision and dietary laws) before they could 
become Christians. Paul thought that was not necessary; all that was 
needed, in his view, was faith in Jesus Christ. However, not everyone 
agreed and to put an end to this controversy, they referred to the apostles 
and elders in Jerusalem. 

The outcome was the letter sent to clarify the issue (which includes four 
regulations taken from the Book of Leviticus (chapters 17– 18)). It was 
delivered by an official delegation: Judas called Barsabbas (about whom 
nothing is known), and Silas, who would become Paul’s future companion. 

He was later known by 
the Latinised form of his 
name: Silvanus. The 
letter is at pains to show 
that this decision is not 
arbitrary, but has been 
reached with the help of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Its purpose is not to 
weigh down new 
recruits with 

lengthy regulations, but to concentrate on what was considered 
essential to keep the peace between the two communities and 
respect Jewish sensibilities. 

 
 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year C 


