
Gospel  Luke 15: 1–3, 11–32 
 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
 

The fifteenth chapter of Luke’s Gospel is one of the best known in the New 
Testament and has been described as ‘the Gospel in the Gospel’, because its 
three parables on the joy of repentance and God’s forgiveness contain the 
essence of the Good News which Jesus came to proclaim. 

 

This man welcomes sinners and eats with them 
The Pharisees referred to people who did not keep the law as ‘the people of the 
Land’, and put a complete barrier between themselves and such people.  They 
would be defiled by any contact with them.  Therefore they were deeply shocked 
by Jesus’s behaviour.  Jesus tells them three parables, ending with today’s Gospel, 
illustrating how God’s way is opposed to that of the Pharisees. 

 

Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me 
Jewish law stated that a father must give two-thirds of his property to his elder 
son and one third to the younger (Deuteronomy 21:17). If a father wished to 
retire, it wasn’t unusual for him to distribute his estate before he died, but in this 
case it was at the younger son’s request. 

 

…(he) put him on his farm to feed the pigs 
According to the Law, pigs were unclean animals and Jews were expected to 
avoid all contact with them, dead or alive (Leviticus 11: 8). 
 

I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as 
one of your paid servants 
The paid servants were the lowest rank of slaves.  They 
were day labourers who were easily dismissed and 
were not considered as part of the household at all.  
 

Bring out the best robe … put a ring on his finger, and sandals on his feet 
The father gave honour to his son by asking for a robe to be placed on his 
shoulders.  The ring on his finger gave him authority; it was the same as giving 
someone power of attorney today.  Giving him shoes showed that he was being 
welcomed as a member of the family.  Slaves never wore shoes. 
 

The elder son was angry … and refused to go in 
The elder son was sorry that his brother had come home.  He stands for the self-
righteous Pharisees who had no compassion for the one that was ‘lost’, but 
rather demanded retribution.  His years of service had been carried out as a duty 
rather than out of love for his father.  

Psalm 33 (34): vv. 1–7 
 

The psalm was written in Hebrew as an alphabetical acrostic, where every 
line starts in sequence with a different letter of the alphabet. This complex 
literary device was used to help recitation from memory, but it is also a way 
of stressing that its contents offer hope to the listener (or reader) in all the 
difficult situations where they might find themselves – from the whole 
spectrum from A to Z, as it were. 

The psalm is not addressing God himself, but the whole congregation – 
‘Together, let us praise’. In particular this draws in the humble and the poor, 
those who ‘seek the Lord’. We notice that the Lord is mentioned in every 
verse, and is clearly very present throughout.  

The psalmist seeks to teach the faithful to recognise God’s power over all 
things and all people. He uses the senses – hearing, sight, touch, taste.  

From the fourth century, people have seen in the injunction to ‘taste and 
see’ a reference to the Eucharist, but right from the beginning of the New 
Testament era, tasting was seen as a metaphorical way of talking about our 
relationship with the Lord. Tasting the Lord’s goodness was equivalent to 
believing in him (see 1 Peter 2: 3). 
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