
First Reading  Isaiah 40: 1–5, 9–11 

Today’s passage is taken from the beginning of the second section of the 
Book of Isaiah (chapters 40–55) which most scholars agree was written by 
a different author, referred to as Second Isaiah or Deutero-Isaiah. These 
chapters were written around 540 BC, just before the Persian king Cyrus 
allowed the people of Israel to return to their land at the end of their 
exile. The Lord has not abandoned his people after all, despite what many 
thought. 

The first word ‘Console’ occurs in the plural in the original Hebrew text, 
leading scholars to believe that the Lord, in poetic language, is addressing 
an angelic heavenly court or a group of Prophets which would include 
Isaiah. 

Now there is hope: whereas in the previous chapters the author had 
repeatedly shown that the Exile was a way for God to show his 
displeasure at the people’s behaviour, now their sins are forgiven and so 
they can move on.  

However, the way home is not an easy one. The return from Babylon to 
Jerusalem across the desert will be difficult, even with a geographical 
highway.  

This physical journey can be seen as mirroring the exiles’ spiritual journey. 
Some scholars see the wilderness as a metaphor for the people’s state of 
mind while in Babylon, while others compare it to a new Exodus and the 
crossing of the Sinai desert. 

It is the first time that the image of ‘the Way’ is mentioned. This is rich in 
meaning: Jesus called himself ‘the Way’ (John 14: 6), while early Christians 
were referred to as ‘the Way’ (Acts 9: 2). 

The Lord’s coming, and also his nature – both powerful king, and 
tender, caring shepherd, who leads his flock (as was the custom in 
ancient shepherding practice) – will be their greatest comfort. 

Gospel    Luke 3: 15–16, 21–22 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 

 

The Baptism of the Lord is recorded in all of the Gospels, marking the 
beginning of Jesus’s public life. Luke does not focus directly on the baptism, 
but on what happens afterwards.  He highlights two of the themes that are 
central to his Gospel, the role of the Spirit and the importance of prayer. 
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people. 
The people had waited a long time for the promised Messiah. Several false 
prophets had already appeared (Acts 5: 36–37). Because of his activities, the 
people thought that John the Baptist might be the true Messiah. But John 
explains, with all humility, that he sees himself as lower than the lowest slave.  
Only a non-Jewish slave would be instructed to loosen his master’s sandals.  
There is one more powerful than I am 
In referring to Jesus as powerful, John was proclaiming Jesus as the great 
liberator. 
Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
The important difference between John’s baptism and that of Jesus is that 
John baptised only with water, the traditional way of baptising in the early 
church. The water was an outward sign of cleansing.   
Jesus’s baptism is an act of God, bringing salvation, signified by the Holy Spirit, 
and judgement, signified by fire. (John immediately elaborates on this in vs. 17).  
When John speaks of the Holy Spirit and of fire he is speaking in the context of 
the Jewish scriptures, which frequently attribute Messianic achievement to the 
Spirit, and where the appearance of God is often accompanied by fire. 
While Jesus was at prayer 
Luke often portrays Jesus at prayer when something crucial happens. He now 
presents Jesus as the climax to John’s baptismal ministry. Immediately a new 
era begins. 
Heaven opened … 
A sign of a visitation from God with a new revelation for the 
people (Isaiah 64: 1). In this scene, all three members of the 
Holy Trinity are manifest.  Jesus is physically present; the Holy 
Spirit comes in the form of a dove; and the Father’s voice is 
heard from heaven, identifying Jesus as his beloved Son.  
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