
 

First Reading   Jeremiah 31: 7–9 

Chapters 30–33 of the Book of Jeremiah are often called the ‘Book of 
consolation’ or the ‘Book of comfort’. In the midst of grim reality, they offer 
glimpses of hope and comfort for a good future for an anxious people who 
have experienced forced exile and captivity. 

The context is that of the return of the People of God from Babylonian 
exile. Scholars do not entirely agree as to whether the poem only refers to 
the Northern Kingdom (Israel), or the Southern Kingdom (Judah), or to 
both. 

At all events, the ‘remnant’ – the small number who will return and form a 
new Israel, faithful to God – is not only made up of the strong and powerful, 
but also includes the weak and marginalised: ‘the lame, the blind, women 
with child, women in labour’. 

The return from exile is often compared to a new Exodus, but here God is 
not leading his people across a dry desert; rather he promises ‘streams of 
water’, and he will keep them safe from stumbling. 

Throughout these chapters, Jeremiah draws from other the writings of 
other prophets. He quotes Isaiah, for example, as regards the return from 
captivity: ‘Shout for joy, you heavens; exult, you earth! … For the Lord 
consoles his people and takes pity on those who are afflicted’ (Isaiah 49: 13). 

The image of God as Father, and Israel (or Ephraim) as Son, is recurrent in 
the Old Testament, from ‘Israel is my first-born son’ (Exodus 4: 22) to ‘When 
Israel was a child, I loved him and I called my Son out of Egypt’ (Hosea 11: 
1). 

Contemporary readers will see the parallel between the Lord taking care of 
the blind and the lame and today’s Gospel, where Jesus cures 
Bartimaeus, the blind beggar. 

 

Gospel    Mark 10: 46–52 
 

Two stories about curing a blind person act as ‘book ends’ to the section 
in Mark’s Gospel concerning discipleship: the cure of a blind man at 
Bethsaida (Mark 8: 22–26); and the healing of Bartimaeus which we read 
today.  Jewish people expected the Messiah to heal blindness as 
promised by Isaiah (Isaiah 29: 18 and 35: 5). In between, Jesus tells his 
disciples about his forthcoming Passion three times (Mark 8: 31, 9: 31, 10: 
33), but each time he is met with incomprehension. It is possible to see a 
parallel between the physical blindness of Bartimaeus and the blind 
person in Bethsaida with the spiritual blindness of the disciples. 
Today’s story ends this section, and is a prelude to Jesus’s Messianic 
entry into Jerusalem. 
Jericho 
A Judean city about 18 miles north east of Jerusalem, in the Jordan valley, 
some 750 feet below sea level.  
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar sitting at the side of the road 
Being blind, a common illness at the time of Jesus, excluded you from 
‘normal’ society. His position at the side of the road reflects his position 
in society. 
He began to shout: ‘Son of David ...’ 
In Mark’s Gospel, crying out usually occurs in connection with a 
recognition of Jesus’s true identity. It is the first time that a ‘sane’ person 
acknowledges who Jesus is. Being Son of David made Jesus heir to the 
promise made to David (2 Samuel 7: 12–16) to reign over Israel for ever.  
During Roman occupation, this was a politically dangerous statement to 
make, and might account for the crowd trying to silence him. 
Bartimaeus’s cloak 
It was probably his only possession, used to collect the few coins people 
were giving him. 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ 
This is the same question that Jesus asked James and John (see last 
week’s Gospel). There is a clear contrast between the disciples seeking 
positions of honour and the humble request of the beggar. 
Your faith has saved you 
In Bartimaeus’s willingness to brave social disapproval, Jesus recognises 
the depth of the beggar’s faith.  
With hindsight, we know that the road he takes leads to Jerusalem and 
the cross. 
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