
Gospel   John 20: 19–31 
 

St John’s intent 
In Chapter 20, John is concerned with the different ways in which the 
characters involved come to believe in the risen Lord. 
Following her initial disbelief (see last week), Mary only recognises the 
Risen Lord when she sees him and hears him speak her name (20: 16–18)  
It was only ‘the other disciple’ who, according to John,  believed 
immediately on entering and seeing the empty tomb. 
From fear to joy 
This week, we continue with John’s account of the Resurrection 
appearances, moving from the empty tomb to the upper room where 
we ’witness’ two scenes taking place eight days apart.  
The first event highlights the dramatic change in the mood of the 
disciples.  They were terrified that those who were responsible for 
Jesus’s death might hunt them down and kill them too.  
But now, [they] ‘were filled with joy when they saw the Lord…’   
This is the fulfilment of Jesus’ words to them before his crucifixion, 
(see John 16: 22)  ‘...you are sad now, but I shall see you again, and 
your hearts will be full of joy…’.  For them too, belief came through 
seeing. 
From doubt to belief.  
The second event occurs eight days later when Jesus returns to the 
upper room and invites Thomas to touch his wounds. 
The disciple had doubted that his friends had seen the Lord.  Jesus is 
giving him the proof he needs to believe that he has indeed risen.   
He urges him to ‘Doubt no longer, but believe.’   
We are not told if Thomas did accept Jesus’s invitation to touch him, 
but he is now able to make his profession of faith: ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ 
A note to the reader 
John concludes his account of these appearances by speaking directly 
to us. The events he has chosen to record are those which he believes 
will best lead us to grow in faith in the person of Jesus as the Messiah, 
the Son of God.  He is reviewing the disciples’ different reactions for the 
benefit of the people of his own time, his fellow first-century 
Christians. Scholars believe that John intended these verses (30–31) to 
conclude his Gospel and that Chapter 21 is a later addition. 

First Reading   Acts of the Apostles  4: 32–35 
 

Between Easter and Pentecost Sundays, we read the Acts of the 
Apostles. This book is a follow-on from Luke’s Gospel. The majority of 
scholars estimate the date of its writing to be 80–85 AD. It gives an 
account of the beginnings of the early Christian Church, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit and in the belief in the Resurrection.  

Between accounts of miracles, Luke gives us ‘Summaries’: thumbnail 
sketches of the life of the early Christian Church. This Sunday’s reading 
is the second ‘Summary’ in the book and comes just after Peter and 
John have been admonished by the Sanhedrin not to preach in Jesus’s 
name but have ignored the advice. The Summaries tend to generalise 
and idealise the situation of the Early Church. 

 

In reality some people shared their 
possessions, like Barnabas (4: 36–37), 
though others, like Ananias and 
Sapphira, who secretly withheld part of 
the proceeds, did not (5: 1–11). 

 

 

These practices reflect the emphasis of Luke’s Gospel on Jesus's 
commands to renounce possessions (Luke 12: 33, 14: 33). The apostles 
and early Christians may also have been motivated by the instructions 
of the Old Testament: ‘Let there be no poor among you’ (Deuteronomy 
15:4). The distribution of goods does not appear to have been 
systematic, but related to need, as in today’s passage: ‘any members 
who might be in need’. Some scholars suggest that the Christian 
Community might have found it less difficult to sell their belongings, 
since they thought the destruction of Jerusalem would occur in their 
own generation (Luke 21: 20–24). 
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