
Gospel  John 12: 20–33 
The last Passover 

This section of the Gospel is part of the final episode in the ‘Book of 
Signs’, seven of which are miracles. Through these signs, John is 
revealing who Jesus is and what he has done. 

Our reading this Sunday is the key to the whole chapter.  

Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified 

The ‘hour’ Jesus is speaking of now is the time when he will be glorified 
through his death. This will have come as a shock to his listeners. 

The Jews believed that the ‘Son of Man’ was a powerful conqueror 
sent by God, against whom no opposition could resist.  They did not 
understand that glorification meant crucifixion on a cross. 

 A rich harvest 

John’s theology echoes Isaiah 52: 13,  the fourth song of the servant of 
Yahweh. The death of the servant is the means of his glorification. ‘See 
my servant will prosper, he shall be lifted up, exalted, rise to great 
heights’. The rich harvest has already begun to be gathered in. 

The Jewish crowds have been joined by the first of the Gentiles (vv. 20
–22). The crowd is gradually becoming the ‘whole world’ (v. 19). 

 If a man serves me he must follow me 

Jesus equates his self-sacrifice to that of his followers.  They are called 
to serve as he did. 

Now my soul is troubled 

Although John does not record Jesus’s agony in Gethsemane, these 
words are reminiscent of Jesus’s words and emotions at that time.  
Jesus again uses the term ‘the hour’ and once more identifies the 
reason why his death is necessary. 

The voice of God 

God came and spoke to Jesus in the great moments of his life. Jesus 
heard the voice of God at his baptism when his ministry began (Mark 
1: 11), and at the time of his Transfiguration (Mark 9: 7). This time God 
replies directly to Jesus’s words, for the benefit of the people. He is 
affirming Jesus as he approaches his Passion and death. 

I shall draw all men to myself 

Jesus’s final words in this passage (v. 32) reiterate his message. His 
being ‘lifted up’ from the earth i.e. his death on the cross, is the means 
by which all mankind can have eternal life. 

 

Second Reading  Hebrews 5: 7–9 
 

During his life on earth ...  

Verses 7–8 of today’s reading tell us that despite Jesus’s divinity, he was 
able to sympathise with mankind in their weakness. In his humanity 
Jesus had experienced many trials and temptations (cf Matthew 4: 1–
11). 

Christ offered prayers and entreaty … to save him out of death 

Jesus prayed to his Father in fear of 
death.  

Some see this as a reference to 
Jesus’s time of agony in Gethsemane 
(cf. Mk 14: 35). Others have reason to 
doubt this, partly as it would be the 
only reference in Hebrews to a 
specific Gospel passage. 

Although he was Son 

There are two views of Jesus’s ‘sonship’ in Hebrews. Although they are 
different they are not incompatible. One associates it with his exaltation 
and the other with his pre-existence.  The former review is the older 
one. (cf Romans 1: 4) 

… but having been made perfect … the source of eternal salvation 

Prior to today’s verses, the author has identified Jesus as high priest 
several times (2: 17; 3: 1;  4: 14–15). To keep these few verses in 
context, it is important to note that the last words of today’s reading 
seemingly stop mid sentence, the final part being ' ...and was acclaimed 
by God with the title of high priest of the order of Melchizedek.’ 

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 
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