
Gospel    Mark  9: 2–10 
This episode begins the second half of Mark’s Gospel. The 
Transfiguration took place about a week after Jesus spoke to the 
disciples about his Passion and death (Mark 8: 27– 9: 1). This is one of 
the most precise time references in the Gospel.  

Peter, James and John 

Jesus took only the closest of his disciples to the mountain, those who 
would later have important roles in the early Church (Acts 3–4; 12: 2).   

The place of the Transfiguration has traditionally been identified with 
Mount Tabor in Galilee, and the day on which it is celebrated is referred 
to as the Taborion by the Eastern Churches. However, it is much more 
likely that the event took place on Mount Hermon, a higher mountain in 
the region of Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus had been travelling with his 
disciples (Mark 8: 27). In the Gospels a mountain is often the setting for 
revelation and for key events in the life of Jesus (Mark 3:13; 13:3; 14:26). 

His clothes became dazzlingly white 

Often in Scripture, white clothing signifies the holiness that can only 
come from God.  (Daniel 7: 9,  Mark 16: 5). As Scripture has said that at 
the end of time ‘...the virtuous will shine like the sun…’ (Matthew 13: 
43), Jesus’s Transfiguration is seen as a foretelling of the resurrection of 
humanity.  

Elijah appeared to them with Moses 

Jesus is accompanied by Elijah, ‘the first and the greatest of the 
prophets’, who had ascended into heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2: 11).  
Moses ‘the supreme law-giver‘ of Israel whose death is recorded in 
Deuteronomy 34: 5–6, was also there. Jewish tradition holds that he too 
was taken up to heaven. Both men had encountered God on Mount 
Sinai. Together they represent the whole of the Old Testament, the Law 
and the Prophets. 

‘Let us make three tents’ 

Although he is afraid, Peter wants to capture this moment of 
‘theophany’ (a Greek word meaning divine appearance). His desire to 
pitch tents may have been prompted by the autumn feast of 
Tabernacles (Succoth in Hebrew): a time when the Jews camped out to 
celebrate the harvest and commemorate their forty years in the desert 
(Leviticus 23:  39-–43). 

A cloud came covering them in shadow 

In Jewish thought the presence of God is regularly connected with a cloud. 

The Son of Man had risen from the dead 

Only then would they realise what it meant for Jesus to be ‘the Messiah’, 
and be able to tell others what they had witnessed on the mountain top. 

 

Psalm 115 (116) 
 

Today we read a section of 
Psalm 115 (116), a typical 
individual thanksgiving psalm. It 
is part of the ‘Egyptian Hallel’ 
Psalms (113–118) which give 
praise for the return from Egypt 
and the slavery imposed by 
Pharaoh. Hallel means praise 
and is the main root for the 
word Halleluyah: ‘Praise the Lord’.  

In Jewish households, at the time of Jesus and to this day, this psalm is 
sung at the end of the Passover meal. 

We Christians also pray this psalm on Maundy Thursday as we recall 
Jesus’s Last Supper. He too will have sung this psalm, and the verse ‘O 
precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of his faithful’ takes on a 
particular significance. God considers the death of all his faithful as a 
very serious and significant event. 

The setting is the Temple, when a member of the congregation tells his 
story, reports the answer given to his prayer and the promises he 
makes to God in return. 

In the context of the Jews’ time in Egypt, we can understand ‘sorely 
afflicted’ as the way they felt while in slavery, and when the Lord took 
them out of Egypt he ‘loosened [their] bonds’. 

As for the promises made to the Lord, the first, ‘a thanksgiving 
sacrifice’, is as prescribed in the book of Leviticus (7: 12–15), and 
‘calling on the Lord’s name before all his people in the courts of the 
house of the Lord’ refers to the public nature of the thanksgiving in the 
precincts of the Jerusalem Temple, the Jews’ main worshipping site at 
that time. 
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