
Gospel    Mark 1: 12–15 

Jesus, anointed by the Spirit, begins his mission. He is driven out into 
the desert, the barren wilderness around the Dead Sea.  There he 
remains for forty days, a number that signifies a time of testing, as 
when Israel was tested during Moses’s forty days on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 24: 18; 32: 1), and during the forty years in the desert 
(Deuteronomy 8: 2).  

The desert is depicted in Scripture as the realm of evil powers, 
symbolised by the predatory beasts that lurk there (Leviticus16: 10; 
Isaiah 35: 7–9; Ezekiel 34: 25).  Jesus goes there to be tempted (or put 
to the test) by Satan, that is to be tested in his resolve to carry out his 
Messianic mission in accordance with the Father’s will.   

‘Satan’ means adversary and is synonymous with the devil, the prince 
of demons (Mark 3: 23–26), who will oppose Jesus at every turn.  Jesus 
enters into Satan’s territory willingly to begin his mission against the 
powers of evil. He will confront Satan in his frail human nature, 
empowered by the Spirit.   

Mark’s mention that Jesus was evidently able to be among wild beasts 
without harm, recalls Isaiah’s prophecy that at the coming of the 
Messiah even wild beasts would be tamed (Isaiah 11: 1–9; see also 
Ezekiel 34: 25–28), restoring God’s order to creation.   

The angels ministered to Jesus, just as they had accompanied Israel in 
the desert (Exodus 14: 19) and provided food for Elijah (1 Kings 19: 5–7). 

John had been arrested, the Greek word is (paradidomi) literally 
meaning ‘handed over’, and is the same word translated as ‘betrayed’ 
when applied to Jesus in his Passion narrative (14: 10–11,18). 

The time has come.. 

Verse 15 sums up the core of Jesus’s message.  
The ‘Kingdom of God’ is a favourite theme in the Gospels of Matthew, 
Mark and Luke, and the term Jesus used to signify what he is about. 
Repent and believe; Jesus is taking up a theme of the prophets 
(Nehemiah, Isaiah, Hosea and John the Baptist), but Jesus adds the 
invitation to ‘believe’. 

Adapted from Mary Healy, The Gospel of Mark, Catholic Commentary 
on Sacred Scripture (Baker Books, 2008). 

First Reading    Genesis 9: 8–15 

The Bible begins with the Pentateuch [Greek for ‘five books’] of which 
Genesis is the first. Jewish tradition calls the five books Torah (Teaching, 
Law).  
 
The first eleven chapters of Genesis are set in the time before recorded 
human history, whereas the remaining chapters, 12–50, are set in 
historical times familiar with ancient records.  
 
These opening chapters of the Bible deal with the beginnings of 
humanity long before Israel’s time. They are regarded as a series of 
traditional stories, many of which have the form of myths describing 
the pattern of human behaviour. They are often referred to as 
‘primeval history’.  
 
Chapters 6–9 address the evil of sin and the action God takes in 
response to this; here destroying the earth by flood and saving only 
Noah, his family and two of each kind of creature.  
 
Today’s section, is concerned with God’s covenant with Noah and his 
descendants. God not only saves them, but every creature on the earth. 
God gives the rainbow as a sign of his solemn promise, never to destroy 
the earth by water again. 
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