
Gospel   John 1: 35–42 
 

The Gospel this week focuses on the call of the first disciples, Andrew and 
his friend. St John’s account is very different from the call of the disciples 
described  in the other three Gospels (Matthew 4: 18–22, Mark 1: 16–20 
and Luke 5: 1–11). Only from St John do we learn that the first disciples 
were originally followers of John the Baptist. 

‘Look, there is the lamb of God’ 

This title given to Jesus seems to have different possible origins. The 
image of the lamb was used in Isaiah’s song of the suffering servant  
(Is. 53: 7, 12) and also in Revelation (Rev. 5: 6 and 7: 17), where the lamb 
is linked to sacrifice and to the Messiah. The other explicit reference is 
that of the Passover lamb (Exodus 12: 21–23). 

As so often in John’s Gospel, we can see multiple layers of interpretation. 

The tenth hour 

At the time hours were counted from the rising of the sun, so we can 
assume that it was four o’clock in the afternoon. 

One of these two … was Andrew 

We do not know the identity of the other person. Some scholars suggest 
it might have been John himself. In Jewish Law two witnesses were 
required to verify an event. 

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter 

Andrew is perhaps not one of the best known apostles; yet throughout 
the Gospel we find him bringing people to Jesus: his brother (1: 40); a boy 
with five loaves and two fish (6: 8); and some Greeks (12: 20).  

John’s Gospel is a Book of Signs, that is of things, events or people 
pointing to someone else. To help others see Jesus, a witness is usually 
necessary, so here Andrew, and then later on Philip (who brings 
Nathanael to Jesus – John 1: 45), fulfil that role. 

‘You are to be called Cephas– meaning Rock’ 

It is John’s practice to translate Hebrew or Aramaic words (Rabbi as 
Teacher, or here, Cephas as rock). Giving someone a new name is a very 
powerful sign. It indicates a profound change, a new way of life.  

In St John’s Gospel there is no mention of the promise to Peter of primacy 
in the new Church (Matthew 16: 18). However, the change of name is 
connected to his recognition of Jesus as the Messiah. 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 
 

This week, both the First Reading and the Gospel focus on the call 
of God and help us to understand God’s call in our own lives. 

 

First Reading   1 Samuel 3: 3–10, 19 
 

Originally the two books of Samuel (1 and 2) were a single book. 
(More information about both can be found in the Prego Plus for 
the Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B.) They became separated 
when they were translated from Hebrew into Greek c. 250 BC.  As 
the name implies, 1 Samuel tells the story of Samuel, and also 
continues the early account of Israel begun in the book of Judges.  

Hannah had been childless for many years and begged the Lord to 
give her a son. When she gives birth to Samuel, she offers him to 
the service of the Lord in the Temple as an act of thanksgiving.  

The boy, presumed to be about 12 years old, serves Eli, an ageing 
priest in the Temple at Shiloh. Eli slept in the Temple possibly to 
attend to the lamp which remained lit throughout the night by the 
Ark of God.  

In the preceding verses, we hear that ‘it was rare for the Lord to 
speak in those days; visions were uncommon’ (3: 1). However, God 
calls Samuel as he had called Moses, Gideon or Samson. It is a sign 
of spiritual maturity to recognise God’s voice, though Samuel ‘had 
as yet no knowledge of the Lord’. Indeed, it took three calls before 
even Eli realised that it was the Lord calling. 

 
  

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes 

‘Speak, Lord,  your 
servant is listening.’ 


