
Gospel   Mark 13: 33–37 
 

“Stay Awake!” 

This injunction is repeated three times in the passage. St Mark 
probably wrote these lines during the time of the Jewish revolt 
against Rome, which led to the Romans destroying the Temple in 
Jerusalem in c. 70 AD. 

Scholars suggest that one possible reading of this text is to see that 
Jesus is not encouraging his followers to join the rebellion but 
rather to watch (‘stay awake’) – i.e. to offer non-violent resistance. 

He left his servants in charge 

Here, too, we can consider ourselves the servants of the master.  
He has left us “in charge” – that is he has given us authority to 
teach and look after his estate while we wait for his return.  

The notion of “authority” is very important to St Mark. It is Jesus’s 
authority which amazes his audiences (1: 22, 27). 

The doorkeeper 

We remember that according to tradition, it is Peter 
who keeps the Gates of Heaven, following Jesus’s 
promise to give him the keys of the Kingdom of 
heaven (Matthew 16: 19). 

Evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn 

The Romans divided the night into four periods of three hours, 
whereas the Jewish Palestinians used only three watches. 

“I say to all” 

Jesus’s words of advice go beyond his immediate surroundings. 
They apply to everyone without barriers of time or place. 
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First Sunday of Advent 
 
 

 

Second Reading  1 Corinthians 1: 3–9 
 

As we ended the liturgical year thinking about the second coming of 
Christ, so we begin the new year on the same theme. The context for 
Paul’s words is the belief that the second coming of Christ would be 
very soon.  

At the time that Paul wrote his letters to the Corinthians, Corinth was 
probably the leading Greek city. Paul went there around 51 AD, 
during the course of his second missionary journey. He is reported to 
have stayed longer here (about 18 months) than in any other place 
he evangelised.   

In Corinthians we learn more about Paul from the writer himself, 
than in any other New Testament work. We also learn much about 
the Corinthians, whom Paul loved, despite the difficulties. We will 
continue to read this same letter from week 2 of Ordinary Time 
onwards. 

I thank him that you have been enriched … especially in your 
teachers and preachers ... 

Some Corinthians had doubted whether Paul was a true apostle, 
because other preachers were more dynamic than him. He tells them 
that the gifts they have are from God. Paul was rather more 
concerned about the division among the Corinthians due to their 
misuse of these spiritual gifts. 

You will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit ... 

Among the gifts of the Spirit were speaking in tongues, prophecy, 
proclaiming wisdom, teaching, and making God’s revelation public. 

The day of our Lord Jesus Christ ... 

The Jewish Scriptures had often used this phrase. Paul and the other 
early Christians looked upon that day as the time when the Lord 
would return in his full glory. 

 

Prego Plus: Background Notes (Year B) 



Structure 
St Mark does not attempt to give us a chronological life of Jesus. His Gospel 
can be divided into two halves: the first centred around Galilee and 
northern Palestine; the second relating Jesus’s journey towards Jerusalem, 
and his final moments. Over half is concerned with the Passion of Jesus. 
Purpose 
St Mark’s main purpose is to give his readers an understanding of who Jesus 
is. His ministry gradually reveals his identity; his status as Messiah, Son of 
God, and suffering Son of Man. Mark shows Jesus acting and preaching with 
authority. His suffering and death is always linked to his Resurrection, and 
Mark makes sure that his readers understood that the path to glory and eternal life 
involved  suffering. The Christians of the end of the first century suffered much 
persecution and would have been comforted by this text. They could 
immediately see how relevant Jesus’s life was to their own lives. 

 
Advent: a season of longing and waiting,  

of renewed hope: Some FAQs 
 

What does Advent mean? 

Advent means ‘coming’. We are preparing for three ‘comings’:  

• Jesus’s first coming in history;  

• His coming now into our hearts; 

• His final coming in majesty. 

How long have people been celebrating Advent? 

The Church has celebrated Advent as a season for preparing for the coming 
of Christ since the fourth century. 

Why are the priest’s vestments purple during Advent? 

Purple is the colour of penitence, and a way of reminding us that our 
preparations to welcome Jesus’s coming  must be spiritual as well as 
material. It is a season of repentance. 

What is the prevailing mood throughout Advent? 

Although we are invited to think about our human weakness during Advent, 
we long for and wait with renewed hope for the coming  of Jesus. 

We rejoice in the coming of our Saviour. 

During Year B, which begins at Advent, the Gospel of St Mark is read almost 
every Sunday (save for a few occasions when it is replaced by extracts from 
the Gospel of St John). 

Symbol of St Mark 

St Mark’s symbol is the winged lion, deriving from his 
description of John the Baptist’s voice ‘crying out in the 
wilderness’ upon hearing the Word of God (Mark 1: 3); 
his voice is said to have sounded like that of a roaring 
lion. The lion symbolism also appears in a vision of the 
Prophet Ezekiel, where four winged creatures represent 
the four evangelists (Ezekiel 1: 10).  

Date of St Mark’s Gospel 

After Jesus’s death and resurrection, stories about his life and teaching were 
told orally by his followers to new converts—either in Aramaic (the language 
of Jesus), or in Greek (the dominant language of the day). Some stories were 
gradually written down, and scholars think that the collection of writings we 
now know as Mark’s Gospel was written around 65-70 AD, probably in Rome. 

Authorship 

For many years, St Matthew was thought to be the first Gospel writer, but 
scholars today accept that Mark’s Gospel is not only earlier, but also a main 
source for both Matthew and Luke. 

According to tradition, Mark was a travelling companion of Paul, a cousin of 
Barnabas and possibly a disciple of Peter—though because his sources seem 
to derive from both oral and written material, most scholars consider that 
Mark did more than simply transcribing what Peter told him. Although it 
seems quite sure that someone named Mark was a follower of Paul and Peter, 
it cannot be said with certainty that this person wrote the text that we call 
Mark’s Gospel. 

Audience 
St Mark’s Gospel was written for non-Palestinian Christians of Gentile (non- 
Jewish) origin. Contrary to what we saw in St Matthew’s Gospel, Mark is much 
less concerned with linking his stories with the Old Testament. He often 
explains Jewish customs, gives geographical indications and stresses the 
meaning of the Gospel message for pagans. 

 

Year B:  The Gospel According to St Mark 


