
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute ...  

I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God beside me … 

Apart from me, all is nothing .         First Reading 

We constantly remember before God how you have shown your 

faith in action, worked for love, and persevered through hope.  
                   Second Reading 

Lord, may the gifts we offer … give us freedom to serve you with 

our lives.             Prayer over the Gifts 

Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what 

belongs to God.               Gospel 

 

Let us pray to our just and merciful God. 

Lord our God, in you justice and mercy meet …  

Open our eyes to the wonders this life sets before us,  

that we may serve you free from fear  

and address you as God our Father. 
            Old Opening Prayer 

 This week’s texts if you want to reflect further: 
Isaiah 45: 1, 4–6; Psalm 95 (96); 1 Thess. 1: 1–5; Matt 22: 15–21 

If you’d like to receive Prego by email each week, sign up at  
https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com 

ST. BEUNO’S OUTREACH IN THE DIOCESE OF WREXHAM 

There is only one God  
and He is God to all;  

therefore it is important that  
everyone is seen as equal before God.  
I’ve always said that we should help  
a Hindu become a better Hindu,  

a Muslim become a better Muslim,  
a Christian become a better Christian. 

 

Saint Teresa of Calcutta (adapted)  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  
Year A, 22nd October 2017 

Opening Prayer 
 

Almighty ever-living God,  

Grant that we may always conform our will to yours 

and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.  

There is no other God  
besides me ...apart from me, 

 all is nothing 

The readings this week all focus on the one God who rules the whole 
world. 

In the First Reading, the Jews, who believed in one God, are shown 
how God is able to use unexpected people to do his work – even the 
pagan king Cyrus. 

The Psalm is a call to worship God as the true King, ruler of Israel and 
of all the world: ‘The Gods of the heathens are naught’.  

St Paul, in the Second Reading, also focuses on the one God, the 
Father and his Son Jesus Christ. It is through God’s love that the 
people of Thessalonica have received the Good News. They worked 
and persevered in hope, sustained by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, in the Gospel, we find the Pharisees (traditional nationalist 
Jews) and their unlikely allies, the Herodians (who accepted Roman 
rule), attempting to trap Jesus. Which one – God or the Roman 
Emperor, Caesar – was the greater? To whom should they pay their 
taxes? Jesus’s answer was likely to upset one party or the other; 
however, he knows how to defuse this explosive situation. ‘Give back 
to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God’.  

Perhaps this week, we might reflect on the rulers of our world, the 
good and the bad, and pray for them – remembering that God can 
work through them as he worked through Cyrus and Caesar. 



First reading   Isaiah 45: 1. 4–6 
 

T hus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he has 

taken by his right hand to subdue nations before him and 

strip the loins of kings, to force gateways before him that their 

gates be closed no more. It is for the sake of my servant Jacob,  

of Israel my chosen one, that I have called you by your name, 

conferring a title though you do not know me.  I am the Lord, 

unrivalled; there is no other God besides me.  Though you do not 

know me, I arm you that people may know from the rising to the 

setting of the sun that, apart from me, all is nothing.  

I settle down, perhaps in a favourite chair, in a place where I like to pray. 

I ask the Lord to help me become quiet, so as to hear what he wants to 
tell me today.  I take a deep breath, hold it for a few moments and then 
breathe normally. 

As I slowly read the text, perhaps several times, what strikes me 
particularly? I stop and remain with that word or phrase.  
How does it make me feel?  

Perhaps I am struck by God’s relationship with Cyrus, the pagan, who 
unexpectedly encouraged the exiled Israelites to return home.  

God chooses the most unlikely persons to do his work on earth.   
In what ways does it challenge my expectations of who the People of 
God are? 

To what extent do I see encouragement and hope in this for me?  

‘There is no other God beside me…’ 
Maybe my initial response to this is ‘of course’ ... but I may also feel 
drawn to reflect on whether there are not ‘other Gods’ in my own life: 
my job, my car, my computer, social networks … or ...? 

I speak to the Lord about this simply, in my own words, and I listen. 

When the time comes to conclude my prayer, I slowly gather my 
thoughts. I thank the Lord for any insights he has given me, perhaps 
repeating to myself as I leave my place of prayer: 

Apart from God, all is nothing. 

 Gospel Matthew 22: 15–21 
 

T he Pharisees went away to work out between them how to 

trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to 

him, together with the  Herodians, to say, “Master, we know that 

you are an honest man and teach the way of God in an honest way, 

and that you are not afraid of anyone, because human rank means 

nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay 

taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus was aware of their malice and 

replied, “You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me 

see the money you pay the tax with.” They handed him a denarius, 

and he said, “Whose head is this? Whose name?” They replied, 

“Caesar’s.” He then said to them, “Very well, give back to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.”  

I may like to begin my prayer time by becoming aware of my 
surroundings and everything around me:  
the sounds ... the patterns of light ... the scents and smells ...  
the warmth or coolness ... God’s creation.  

I become still and slowly read the Gospel text several times.  
I ask God to speak to me through today’s reading.  

It could help my prayer to imagine being in the scene with Jesus.  
Who am I ...? One of the Pharisees or their disciples ... one of Jesus’s 
disciples ... one of the crowd … or simply myself …? 
I accompany and speak to the characters.  

What do I notice about Jesus? Perhaps his presence, his clarity of 
thinking and wisdom … or maybe another quality speaks to me?  
How do I feel in the presence of a courageous, challenging Jesus? 

I speak to him, perhaps telling him about the pressures on me to ‘do the 
right thing’ ... the blindness, the worldly fears and worries that prevent 
me from giving to God what belongs to God.  
He knows, he understands; I listen to him. 

When I am ready to take my leave, I do so slowly and prayerfully.  
I thank the Lord for His presence with me today.  


