
Gospel: John 14: 15–21 
 

The Farewell Discourses 
These verses, following on from last Sunday’s Gospel, continue the 
Farewell Discourses. Jesus speaks to his disciples of love and ‘indwelling’, 
stressing the union between himself, the Father, and themselves. 
Another ‘advocate’  (Paraklētos) 
The Greek term used is paraklētos, which is difficult to translate 
accurately in English.  
It has taken on a number of meanings over time.  The word has its origins 
in legal language and is understood to mean someone who is ‘called in’ –
perhaps ‘called’ to give witness in defence of someone in court, or an 
advocate to plead for someone in times of trouble. It has often been 
interpreted as ‘Comforter’, ‘Helper’ or ‘Mediator’. 
St John’s own meaning 
No single interpretation of the word paraklētos encompasses the 
meaning intended by St John.   
‘The Paraclete’ in John is a teacher, a witness to Jesus, one who 
represents the continued presence of Jesus on earth.  He is the one who 
will guide the disciples in the difficult times ahead. 
The word paraklētos appears only in Chapters 14, 15 and 16 of the 
Gospel.  It is also used as a title for the risen Christ as intercessor for 
Christians in 1 John 2:1–2. 
The spirit of truth  
Truth is one of the characteristics of the Spirit, as it was for the first 
paraclete, Jesus.  
The world 
This term implies those who live Godless lives and who cannot accept the 
Spirit, just as they could not accept the Son, and through him the Father. 
I will not leave you orphans 
‘Orphanos’ normally means without a father, but in the case of students 
or disciples, it means without a teacher. 
I will come back to you 
This phrase refers to Jesus’ indwelling presence  ‘...and you in me and I in 
you’ (v. 20), and not to the Parousia (the second coming of Christ). 
The promises express the way Jesus will ‘return’ and so remain present to 
those who believe. They confirm the tradition which had developed in 
John's community that the ‘divine presence' will only be visible to the eye 
of faith. The believers will experience the Father, the Son and the Spirit. 

BACKGROUND NOTES 
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Psalm 65 (66) 

 

This psalm of praise and thanksgiving is traditionally used as a 
resurrection hymn, thanking God for the new life he has given to his 
people.  
 

It has two distinct sections (and may result from the joining together of 
two different psalms). First the psalmist gives praise for all the work 
God has done for all the earth, and for the nation of Israel; then he 
praises God for what he has done for him personally. 
This testimony of God’s intervention: Come and hear ... I will tell what 
he did..., addressed to all who hear, is typical of thanksgiving psalms. 
 

The psalmist is not petitioning the Lord or asking for a favour; he is 
praising him because of what he has done for us.  
He looks at present reality through the lens of what God has done for 
the people of Israel at crucial moments in their history. He refers to the 
crossing of the Red Sea at the time of the Exodus from Egypt: He turned 
the sea into dry land (compare Exodus 14: 21) and the crossing of the 
river Jordan: They passed through the river dry shod (Joshua 3: 14–17). 
Both the Exodus and the deliverance from exile in Babylon may be seen 
as foreshadowing the resurrection of Jesus. 

 
 


