
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute … 
 
The people united in welcoming the message Philip preached, either 
because they had heard of the miracles he worked or because they 
saw them for themselves.         [First Reading] 
 

Say to God: 'How tremendous your deeds!’                [Psalm] 
 

Always have an answer ready for people who ask you the reason  
for the hope that you have.       [Second Reading] 
 

If you love me you will keep my commandments.      [Gospel] 
 

I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you.     [Gospel] 
 

Ever-living God, help us to celebrate our joy in the resurrection of 
the Lord and to express in our lives the love we celebrate.  
             [Old Opening Prayer] 
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 This week’s texts if you want to reflect further: 
Acts 8: 5–8, 14–17; Psalm 65 [66]; 1 Peter 3: 15–18; John 14: 15–21 
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I will not leave  
you orphans 

As we near the end of Eastertide and the feast of Pentecost 
approaches, the Church chooses readings this week which help us 
prepare for this momentous event. 

The First Reading reminds us of the first days of the Early Church 
spreading through Asia Minor, living through very human tensions 
and led by Spirit-filled men. 

How then can we not rejoice and, as the psalmist invites us, 'cry 
out with joy' before the 'tremendous deeds' of God? 

In the Second Reading, the author of the First Letter of Peter 
continues to encourage the early Christians. Their life was not 
always an easy one: they often suffered slander and accusations, 
yet they have great hope and can answer their critics with a clear 
conscience. Christ too died, though innocent, but 'in the spirit he 
was raised to life'.  

Our sadness at seeing the risen Christ return to his Father is 
tempered by his promise to ask him to send us a helper, an 
Advocate, the Spirit of truth. He will not leave us orphans. (Gospel) 

This week, then, we may want to spend some of our prayer time  
asking the Lord what we can do, in practical terms and with the 
help of the Spirit, to continue building his Church and telling others 
about him with greater confidence. 

Collect 
Grant, almighty God,  

that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion these days of joy,  
which we keep in honour of the risen Lord, and that what we relive  

in remembrance we may always hold to in what we do. 



Psalm 65 (66) 
 

R/. Cry out with joy to God all the earth.  
 

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 
O sing to the glory of his name.  
O render him glorious praise. 
Say to God: “How tremendous your deeds!” 
 

“Before you all the earth shall bow;  
Shall sing to you; sing to your name!” 
Come and see the works of God, 
Tremendous his deeds among the people. 
 

He turned the sea into dry land, 
They passed through the river dry-shod. 
Let our joy then be in him; 
He rules for ever by his might. 
 

Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
Nor withhold his name from me. 

If I am able, I may want to find a place to pray this psalm where I can 'cry 
out with joy' and 'sing to the glory of his name'. If not, maybe I can read 
the text on my breath, softly voicing the words. 
 

How am I feeling today? Maybe I am joyful ... or maybe I am carrying with 
me heavy problems, my own or those of someone close to me.   
 

Perhaps, then, my focus can be on the great deeds God has done for his 
people, and trust that he will be able to do the same for me.  
Looking back over the years, I may now see the good things he did in my 
life, even if it was not clear at the time.  
I tell him what my needs are at the moment, confident that he will not 
'reject my prayer'. 
 

In what ways can I invite others to 'come and see'? How will I tell them 
what God did for me? 
 

Eventually, I bring my prayer to an end, perhaps saying 
Blessed be God, blessed be God, for ever. Amen. 

Gospel John 14: 15–21 
 

At the Last Supper Jesus said to his disciples: 
“If you love me you will keep my commandments. 
I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate 
to be with you for ever, that Spirit of truth 
whom the world can never receive  
since it neither sees nor knows him; 
but you know him, because he is with you, he is in you. 
 

I will not leave you orphans; I will come back to you. 
 

In a short time the world will no longer see me; 
but you will see me, because I live and you will live. 
 

On that day you will understand that I am in my Father 
and you in me and I in you. 
 

Anybody who receives my commandments and keeps them 
will be one who loves me; 
and anybody who loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I shall love him and show myself to him.”             

I may have set aside some quality time to spend with the Lord, or I may 
only have a few snatched minutes.  Whatever is the case, I start by taking 
a conscious deep breath and then breathe normally, aware of the 
presence of the Lord around me, within me.  Slowly, I read the whole 
passage or stop at the sentence or phrase which resonates with me.   
I ponder.  
 

Maybe I notice the link between loving and keeping his commandments:  
What emotions arise in my heart?  
I tell the Lord whether loving and  following his teaching comes naturally 
to me or whether I struggle to be obedient.  He knows, he understands. 
In what ways do I express my love for the Lord in my daily encounters 
with others?  
How do I feel when I reflect on Jesus’ promise of  help  and comfort 
through the Spirit of truth?  
I consider my faithful companions: Jesus, the Father, and the Spirit, and 
the intimate relationship which links them to each other and to me. 
Perhaps I am moved to speak to each of them in turn from my heart.  
It may be that I need help to truly appreciate what they offer me.  If so,  I 
tell them simply in my own words and I listen. 
In time, I bring my prayer to a close:  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit ... 


