
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute …… 

He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay 

          [1st Reading] 

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same 

friendly way as Christ treated you      [2nd Reading ] 

For he shall save the poor when they cry and the needy who are helpless 

          [Psalm] 

A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his 

paths straight         [Gospel] 

God of power and mercy, open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things 

that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy, so that we may share his 

wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory.   

         [Old Opening Prayer] 
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This week’s texts if you’d like to reflect further: 

Isaiah 11: 1-10;  Psalm 71;   Romans 15: 4-9;  Matthew 3: 1-12  

 
How does 
this image 

speak to me  
in my 

prayer? 
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O people of Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save the 
nations, and the Lord will make the glory of his voice 
heard in the joy of your heart.  [Ent. Ant. (Is 30:19,30)] 

Today's Gospel resounds with that cry from the Baptist, 'Prepare 
the way of the Lord; make his paths straight'.  We are given an 
image of the coming Lord as one who clears the threshing floor -
 one who changes the pattern of things. 

He wishes to transform in us that which hinders us from receiving 
him: so we are invited to move from hopelessness to justice 
(Psalm), and from wretchedness to integrity (First Reading).  He is 
the one who, by being our friend, helps us to be faithful (Second 
Reading). 

On this Second Sunday of Advent, we are called to share in the 
work of the Lord, who desires to clear any obstacles in our lives 
that might be blocking his life in us.  In this way may the ‘glory of 
the Lord’s voice be heard in the joy of our hearts’. 

Collect 

 

Almighty and merciful God,  
may no earthly undertaking hinder those 
who set out in haste to meet your Son,  

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom  
gain admittance to his company.  



I come to my time of prayer gently. I might like to begin by asking 
the Spirit of the Lord to rest on me; the same Spirit that rested on 
Jesus is now given freely to me.  When ready, I read the text from 
Isaiah very slowly.  
I pause often, allowing the words to touch me, move me.  I ponder 
this reading of great promise and great hope.  

 

God’s Spirit will transform the world; will bring new life.   

 

I may like to reflect upon the actions of this 'shoot', the 'scion' on 
whom the Spirit rests. 
What feelings and desires do these verses arouse in me?  
I tell the Lord what is in my heart and I wait trustfully in prayer . . . .  
 
 

Perhaps, this week, as I get dressed, I could imagine that I am 
putting on the integrity and faithfulness that will help me in my 
encounters with others.   
I end my prayer with words of thanks and with a slow sign of the 
Cross.  

1st Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 

a scion thrusts from his roots: 

on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 

a spirit of wisdom and insight, 

a spirit of counsel and power, 

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 

He does not judge by appearances, 

he gives no verdict on hearsay, 

but judges the wretched with integrity, 

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 

his sentences bring death to the wicked. 

Gospel: Matthew 3: 1-12 
 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of 
Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.’  This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 
'A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’  This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather 
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  Then 
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to 
him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed 
their sins.  But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming 
for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from 
the retribution that is coming?  But if you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham 
for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from 
these stones.  Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any 
tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the 
fire.  I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing-fan is in his hand; 
he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the 
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’  

I enter into prayer with great care.  I slow down and become settled.  
I read the gospel story a few times.  

 

I pay attention to the details of the scene - where does it take place, who 
is there?  What about the figure of the Baptist, what does he look like, 
sound like...? 
I imagine I am in the scene.  How does it feel to be there?  Am I startled, 
unsettled, indifferent, expectant or…? 

 

I ask God’s Spirit to enlighten me.  Lord, what do you want to show me? 

 

I hear the voice in the wilderness: 'repent and prepare a way'.   
Does this speak to me in some way?   

 

I turn to the Lord, the one who follows John the Baptist, the one who is 
more powerful than him. 
I speak to him freely from the heart about my concerns, my joys, my 
hopes and ask him for the help I need today. 
With great trust and patience, I listen to him.  

 

When I am ready, I thank the Lord for being with me and pray that all I 
do this week will be in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 


