
Gospel :  
Luke 18: 9-14 

The Pharisee and the Publican 
 

 More than other evangelists, Luke shows Jesus as a person who 
prays.  We see him pray at the most important moments of his life.  

     No wonder his disciples asked him “Lord, teach us how to 
pray.”(Luke 11: 1 

 This passage continues Jesus’ teaching on prayer.  It is the last of 
the parables which are only found in Luke’s gospel. 

      It is more about a certain type of prayer than a certain type of 
person.   

 
 The Pharisee is a strict Jew who follows God’s Law in all its details. 

His prayer is totally self-centred, he does not look up to God, but 
only focuses on himself. 

     By contrast the tax collector follows Roman law, collecting taxes 
for the oppressors, often asking for more than was due but 
recognising before God who he really is. 

 
 Jesus describes two types of persons which his audience would 

easily recognise and relate to. 
     The body language of the two men is as important as their words. 
 
 To be at rights with God, and to love and trust in his mercy are 

more important than self-righteous claims.  
 
 
 
. 
 
 

BACKGROUND NOTES 

30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Psalm 32/ 33   vv. 2-3, 17-18, 19, 23 

 

This psalm, an individual song of thanksgiving, was written in 
Hebrew as an alphabetical acrostic, that is every line starts in 
sequence with a different letter of the alphabet.  This complex 
literary device was used to help recitation from memory but it is 
also a way of stressing that its contents offer the listener or reader 
hope in the whole spectrum of the difficult situations in which they 
might find themselves, from A to Z, as it were. 

 

The psalmist refers to the humble and the poor for whom he has 
many names: “poor, humble, just, broken-hearted, his servants.” 
Throughout the Bible we find many different kinds of poor people: 
the financially poor and exploited, the farmers paying too many 
taxes, the spendthrift and as is the case here, the oppressed and 
afflicted who have put all their hopes in the Lord.  They are all 
“those who suffer for doing what is right'‘ ( Peter 3: 114) 

 

The message of the psalm also echoes Wisdom literature: the Lord 
looks after the righteous, those who obey his commandments and 
worship him. 

 

I will bless the Lord: blessing and praising are common words in the 
Psalms; in Hebrew the verb ‘to bless’ shares a root with the word 
for knee, so in effect to bless is to 'bend the knee'.  
My soul shall make its boast: In Hebrew, ‘to boast’ and ‘to praise’ 

share the same root, the one which 
eventually gives us the word 'Alleluia'.  The 
inner being of the psalmist  praises the Lord. 
 

Contemporary Christians, remembering how 
much Jesus and his mother Mary knew and 
prayed the psalms will perhaps see a text 
such as this as a possible influence on the 
Magnificat and the Beatitudes: “Happy are 
the poor in Spirit…” 

 

 


