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Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute … 

 

Guard me as the apple of your eye, hide me in the shadow of your 

wings.                  [Psalm 16] 

 

The Lord is faithful, he will give you strength and guard you. 

                      [2nd Reading] 

 

He is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all men and 

women are in fact alive.          [Gospel] 

 

Almighty Father, strong is your justice and great is your mercy.  

Protect us in the burdens and challenges of life.  Shield our minds 

from the distortion of pride and enfold our desire with the beauty of 

truth.                            Old Opening Prayer] 

 This week’s texts, if you want to reflect further: 

2 Maccabees 7: 1-2, 9-14; Psalm 16; 2 Thessalonians 2: 16-3: 5;  

Luke 20: 27-38 

Hide me in 
the shadow 

of your 
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Collect 

Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep us from all adversity, 

So that, unhindered in mind and body alike, 

We may pursue with freedom of heart the things that are yours. 
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This week , the readings ask us to consider that God is close to us 

at all times.  He is God , not of the dead, but of the living. 

 

The First Reading tells of the steadfastness of seven brothers who 

are prepared to endure torture rather than break the Law, secure in 

their belief in the resurrection. 

 

The Psalmist shows the same trust in the Lord, hinting at a time 

when we shall see the face of the Lord in all his glory. 

 

Paul asks the Thessalonians, in the Second Reading, to pray for 

him and with him, confident that the Lord , who 'has given such 

inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope’, will be faithful and 

support them in their mission to spread his word. 

 

In the Gospel, Jesus answers questions from the Sadducees on the 

resurrection; like them, he uses Scripture to show that through the 

resurrection we are sons and daughters of God.  He is the God of 

the living as for him all men and women are in fact alive, on earth 

or in heaven. 

 

This week we might want to focus our prayer on those we know 

who have died in the peace of Christ, that they may enter his 

Kingdom for all eternity. 



Psalm 16/17 
 

I shall be filled, when I awake,  

with the sight of your glory, O Lord. 
 

Lord, hear a cause that is just, 

Pay heed to my cry. 

Turn your ear to my prayer: 

no deceit is on my lips. 
 

I kept my feet firmly in your paths; 

there was no faltering in my steps. 

I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God. 

Turn your ear to me; hear my words. 
 

Guard me as the apple of your eye. 

Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

As for me, in my justice I shall see your face 

 and be filled, when I awake, with the sight of your glory. 

As I come to pray this week’s psalm I take a few moments to reflect on 

my mood.  Maybe I am joyful or on the contrary despondent and in pain.  

What am I hoping the Lord will show me today? 

I tell him simply in my own words the way I feel.  

 

After a while, when I am ready, I read the psalm, perhaps several times, 

maybe aloud if possible.  I pause every couple of lines. 

What strikes me most? 

Maybe it’s the psalmist’s absolute trust and confidence in the Lord, or 

maybe it is one of the evocative images he uses: the apple of the Lord’s 

eye, the protection of his wings, seeing the face of God. 

I stay with those for a while, letting the Spirit take me where it wills. 

 

Perhaps I bring to mind a situation where I felt wrongly accused.              

Was I able to pray about it? What was my prayer like? 

The media is full of the plight of innocent people who feel abandoned and 

lost.  I may feel moved to pray this psalm for them, begging the Lord to 

comfort them. 

 

In time, I close my prayer thanking the Lord for being with me and with 

those who suffer throughout the world. 

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38 
Some Sadducees - those who say that there is no resurrection - 
approached Jesus and they put this question to him. 

 

‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married 
brother dies childless, the man must marry the widow to raise up 
children for his brother.  Well, then, there were seven brothers.  
The first, having married a wife, died childless.  The second and 
then the third married the widow.  And the same with all seven, 
they died leaving no children.  Finally the woman herself died.  
Now, at the resurrection, to which of them will she be wife since 
she had been married to all seven?’ 

 

Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and husbands, 
but those who are judged worthy of a place in the other world and 
in the resurrection from the dead do not marry because they can no 
longer die, for they are the same as the angels, and being children 
of the resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses himself 
implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush 
where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob.  Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the 
living; for to him all men and women are in fact alive.’ 

When I come to pray I make sure I give myself enough time to allow the 

his Word to touch my heart. I read it several times asking the Lord to help 

me understand something of the deeper meaning of this text. 

 

The Sadducees ask Jesus a question which concerns one of their core 

beliefs: the reality of the resurrection.  

I too may have uncertainties or queries about my own beliefs.  Who do I 

usually turn to?  Have I felt able to speak to the Lord about them?  

I consider my answers and the reasons behind them 

 

Jesus replies to the Sadducees’ question. I try to imagine the tone of his  

voice: is he annoyed, irritated, patient, resigned, loving or... ?  

Like them he uses Scripture. I ponder:  How much do I rely on Scripture 

to support my beliefs, to speak to others about what is important to me? 

I tell the Lord how I feel about this and ask for his help if need be. 

 

Perhaps I now stay with his assurance of eternal life.  This may lead me to 

reflect on people close to me who have gone to the Lord.  Is his promise 

able to bring me some comfort?  I tell the Lord what is in my heart. 

When the time comes, I slowly bring my prayer to an end thanking him 

for any insights he has given me. 

If I can, a little later, I might want to jot down a few notes about this time 

of prayer. 


