
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute …… 
 

 

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy.      [1st reading] 
 

Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.              [Psalm] 
 

God our saviour wants everyone to be saved and reach full 

knowledge of the truth.        [2nd reading] 
 

The one who can be trusted in little things can be trusted in great.

           [Gospel] 
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Father, guide us, as you guide creation according to your law of 

love. May we love one another and come to perfection in the 

eternal life prepared for us.               [Old Opening Prayer] 

In every place 
then, I want 
people to lift 

their hands up 
reverently  
in prayer ... 
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This week’s readings challenge us to stay alert to the way in which 
money can both enslave us and exploit others. But God’s 
generosity and justice extend to all, and our task is to keep him at 
the centre of our lives. 

In the 1st reading, Amos challenges those who victimise the needy 
through fraudulent business practices, and try to buy up the poor 
as slaves. God will not forget their injustices. 

The psalm calls us to praise the Lord who is glorious in heaven, yet 
bends down to the lowly and raises them up alongside princes. 

The 2nd reading emphasises that God wants all to be saved, for 
Jesus was sacrificed as a ransom for every one of us. So we are to 
pray for all, and not least for those with authority over others. 

In the Gospel extract, Jesus warns us to be astute in our dealings 
with money. Worldly riches have the potential to enslave us, 
denying us freedom to love and serve God. Faithfulness in the 
small things helps us become more dependable in more important 
matters, including the ‘genuine riches’ in our lives.   

This week I might ask God to help me be fully alert to those 
worldly things, including money, that may have a hold on me. I 
pray for the freedom to become more open to the real riches in 
my life, and better able to love and serve the Lord through that. 

Collect 

O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 

upon love of you and of our neighbour,  

grant that, by keeping your precepts,  

we may merit to attain eternal life.  

‘You cannot be the slave both of God and of money’ 



As I come to prayer, I consciously place myself within God’s gaze— the 
gaze of love and tenderness. I take time to come to inner stillness.  
What do I most desire, as I come before the Lord today?  
 

Presently, I turn my attention to the text, reading it slowly, several times 
through, attentive to anything that seems to stand out.  
 
 

Amos speaks directly to those who act unjustly.   
I notice how his strong words make me feel … and where they take me ... 
 

Perhaps I am drawn to reflect on the injustices of our own world … 
modern forms of slavery … corrupt regimes … other concerns … 
I bring before the Lord whatever comes to mind, entrusting these things 
to his care and justice. 
 

Perhaps Amos’s words touch me in a more direct way, too. 
Do I sometimes feel exploited or manipulated by others … or know 
someone else who feels this way? 
Are there times when I struggle to respond fairly and generously to those 
who live in material poverty, especially within our consumer society? 
 

I speak to the Lord about all of this, taking care not to judge myself … 
aware of his love and care for the world, and for me. 
 

If there is a particular grace I want to ask for, I do this confidently. 
 

Eventually, I end my prayer slowly, perhaps with a slow sign of the cross, 
thanking God for this time spent with him.   

First Reading: Amos 8: 4–7 
 

Listen to this, you who trample on the needy  

and try to suppress the poor people of the country,  

you who say, ‘When will New Moon be over  

so that we can sell our corn,  

and Sabbath, so that we can market our wheat?  

Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel,  

by swindling and tampering with the scales, 

we can buy up the poor for money,  

and the needy for a pair of sandals,  

and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’ 

The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob,  

‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done’. 

Gospel: Luke 16: 1–13 (part) 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The man who can be trusted in little 

things can be trusted in great; the man who is dishonest in little 

things will be dishonest in great. 

If then you cannot be trusted with money, that tainted thing, who 

will trust you with genuine riches? 

And if you cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will give 

you what is your very own? 

‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the 

first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the 

second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of 

money.’ 

As I take time to become still in the way that suits me best, I remind 
myself that I am in the loving presence of the Lord who yearns for my 
company. I ask to respond with openness and generosity to whatever he 
wishes to show me today. 
 

In time I read through the Gospel passage slowly, carefully.  
Perhaps I choose to place myself among the group of disciples, hearing 
Jesus address these words to me, too.  
I notice how this makes me feel … maybe energised ... affirmed ... 
challenged … uneasy … or something quite different? 
 

Jesus warns that money can be a ‘tainted thing’ with the power to take 
over our lives.  
I ponder this with him, asking for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.  
Presently, I may choose to ask: 
 

Do I sometimes allow material possessions or financial concerns to come 
between me and the Lord? 
Am I open to the real riches that God has entrusted to me …?  
Perhaps I take a moment to name these in my heart … my gifts and skills 
… those I love  … many other things ....  
 

I share my thoughts openly with the Lord, thanking him for all these 
gifts, and asking him to free me from anything that enslaves me. 
 

Perhaps I pray: ‘Lord, help me choose whatever helps me better use my 
real riches in the way you desire for me.’ 
 

Presently I prepare to take my leave,  asking God to stay close as I 
continue with my daily life.  


