
Gospel :  

Luke 10: 1-9 (shorter version) 

 

The commissioning of the seventy-two disciples 
This episode only appears in Luke’s gospel.  It gives us a snapshot of the life 
of itinerant preachers/healers in Jesus’ time.  They are to announce the 
Good News to towns and places before Jesus visits them on his way to 
Jerusalem. 
The Lord appointed seventy-two others 
Some manuscripts mention 70 rather than 72 disciples.  The number 
appears to reflect the number of nations as listed in the book of Genesis 
(Genesis 10: 2-31) 
They go in pairs 
This will ensure their safety and also provide mutual support.  It gives 
people an example of Christian love.  Moreover Jewish courts used to 
require two people to give witness before their testimony could be accepted 
(Deuteronomy 19:15) 
I am sending you like lambs among wolves 
Jesus expects hostility.  They will be defenceless.  However the expression 
could also be seen as announcing a new era of peace and reconciliation  
alluding to Isaiah’s text: 'The wolf lives with the lamb.' (Isaiah 11: 6) 
Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals 
This injunction stresses the urgency of their mission.  It may also be 
designed to differentiate the disciples from the Cynic philosophers who 
were teaching in the region and who always had a staff and a haversack. 
Salute no one on the road 
Jesus is not asking the disciples to be discourteous.  They have to 
concentrate on their mission, remain focused and not be delayed by 
chatting to people. 
Peace to this house 
This is a traditional Hebrew greeting.  Beyond that, however, peace has the 
power of spreading to those around, hence the reference to 'a man of 
peace' living in that house. 
Take what food and drink they have to offer 
Traditional rules of hospitality would expect people to invite visitors for a 
meal.  Guests would entertain their hosts with tales of their travel.  Here 
the disciples would have the opportunity to speak of the coming of the 
Kingdom of God and to cure the sick.  Jesus reminds them that strict Jewish 
dietary laws no longer apply.  They will not become unclean by going into a 
Gentile’s house and by eating their food. 

BACKGROUND NOTES: 

14TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
2nd reading: Galatians 6: 14-18 

 
We now come to the end of Paul’s letter to the Galatians.  In the final 
verses which he wrote in his own hand, rather than dictating them to a 
scribe (Galatians 6: 11), he sums up the main themes of his letter and 
takes his leave. 

 

It will be remembered that Paul has been campaigning against 'Judaizers', 
that is Christians of Jewish origin who insisted that a convert to 
Christianity must first accept Mosaic law, in particular, by agreeing to be 
circumcised and to follow strict dietary laws. 
'They accept circumcision but do not keep the law themselves; they only 
want you to be circumcised so that they can boast of the fact' (Galatians 
6: 13)  Paul's boast is different: he relies not on himself but on the cross—
by which he means the whole ’Christ-Event’ (that is incarnation, death, 
resurrection, forgiveness, and salvation). 

 

His final statement of what is essential in being a Christian is that one 
becomes 'an altogether new creature' (verse 15) that is a totally new 
person.  This is achieved not by slavishly following laws but by following 
Christ. 

 

The Greek word translated here by 'marks' is stigmata.  It does not have 
the same meaning as we give it nowadays.  In ancient times it meant the 
branding by which a slave would be known to belong to a particular 
person.  Through illness, flogging, stoning and other persecution Paul’s 
body does indeed carry the marks which brand him as a 'slave for 
Christ' (Galatians 1: 10) 

 

By calling the Galatians his brothers and sisters, he indicates that he 
considers himself reconciled with them and that he does not hold any 
grudges against them. 

The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit, my 
brothers and sisters. 
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