
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute … 
 
You stretch out your hand and save me, your hand will do all things 
for me.  Your love,  O Lord is eternal                                     [Psalm ] 

 So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search,  and you 
will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.   
                                                [Gospel] 

Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth.  
                [Gospel Acclamation] 

God our Father, open our eyes to see  
your hand at work in the splendour of creation,  
in the beauty of human life.   
Touched by your hand our world is holy.   
Help us to cherish the gifts that surround us,  
to share your blessings with our brothers and sisters  
and to experience the joy of life in your presence   
                 [Old Opening Prayer] 
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 This week’s readings: 

Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 137; Colossians 2:12-14  Luke 11:1-13 

Try saying the 
prayer above in 
the first person . 

“Father, open 
my eyes to 

see ...” 
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The Collect 

 

O God, protector of those who hope in you,  
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, 

bestow in abundance your mercy upon us  
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,  

we may use the good things that pass 
 in such a way as to hold fast even now  

to those that ever endure.  

“Lord, teach us to pray” 

In today’s Gospel the disciples ask Jesus how to pray.  Jesus says 
that we are to call God Father.  

We are to persist in prayer, and God Our Father who wants 
nothing but the best for us will provide what we truly need. 

The First Reading from Genesis shows the close relationship 
between God and Abraham, who persists in his pleading for justice 
for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.  God listens to Abraham 
and assures him that he will always act with justice. 

Today’s Psalm is a song of praise and thanks for God’s faithfulness 
and love.  It encourages us in our prayer, reminding us that God is 
always there for us when we are in need.  

In the Second Reading we are reminded that it is through Baptism 
that our relationship with God the Father is sealed.  Through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our sins have been forgiven 
and we have been brought to life with Him. 



Genesis 18:20-32 (Par t) 

 

I come to my place of prayer and take time to become still before 
my loving God who longs to meet me in prayer.  

I slowly read this ancient story and imagine being a bystander 
secretly listening in to Abraham bargaining with God “the judge of 
the whole earth” 

What do I notice about the relationship between Abraham and 
God? 

What is my relationship with God Like? Is it possible that God is 
calling me into an ever closer relationship of openness and trust? 

Are there injustices in the world today that call out to me?  

I share my deepest concerns,  with God.  I take time to sit in silence 
to hear God speak to my heart. 

I finish my prayer with a prayerful sign of the cross. 

Gospel of Luke 11:1-13 (Par t) 

 

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had 
finished, one of his disciples said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as 
John taught his disciples,”  He said to them, “Say this when you 
pray: 

‘Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom come; 
give us each day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. 
And do not put us to the test.’” 

“So I say to you : Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you 
will find, knock, and the door will be opened to you.  For the one 
who asks always receives; the one who searches always finds; the 
one who knocks will always have the door opened to him.  What 
father among you would hand his son a stone when he asked for 
bread?  Or hand him a snake instead of fish?  Or hand him a 
scorpion if he asked for an egg?  If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give your children what is good, how much more will the 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

Following Jesus’ example I go to my place of prayer.         
I allow myself to become still in the way that works best for me.  

I read this Gospel passage slowly and, using my imagination, I enter 
into the scene.  What do I see and hear unfolding before me?  

I place myself in the scene as a disciple asking Jesus to teach me 
how to pray. 

Jesus spent much of his ministry in prayer, so I listen to the wisdom 
that he wants to share with me about prayer.  

When I feel ready, I slowly say the words of the Our Father that 
Jesus teaches here, pausing and savouring each phrase and 
pondering its meaning for me  

It might help me to say the prayer using my own form of words. 

What do I want, what do I seek in prayer? 

 I ask Jesus for the grace to ask that my deepest desire will be to be 
drawn deeper into a loving relationship with God.  

I finish my prayer with my own words of gratitude.  


