
Gospel :  

Luke 7: 1-10 
The healing of the Centurion’s servant 

 

A Centurion  had a servant who was sick...he sent Jewish elders to 
ask Jesus to come... 
A Roman Centurion was equal to a regimental sergeant-major; held in 
high regard, having command  f up to one hundred soldiers.  In 
seeking healing for his dying servant, this Centurion’s attitude to his 
slave is very unusual.  In Roman law a slave was seen as a ‘living tool’ 
with no rights.  A master could ill-treat, even kill his slave and 
certainly get rid of him when he was of no further use, if he so 
wished. 

 

The centurion is friendly towards our people...he is the one who 
built the synagogue. 
He was clearly a very religious man and one with a very unusual 
attitude to the Jews.  The relationship between Jew and Gentile was 
normally one of hatred, certainly not one of such close friendship and 
support. 
 

I am not worthy to have you under my roof. 
Knowing that Jews were forbidden by law to mix with or to visit the 
house of a Gentile (Acts 10:28), the Centurion had originally sent 
Jewish elders to state his case to Jesus.  Now, as Jesus draws near, he 
sends friends to ask that Jesus simply give the word and his servant 
would be well.  Today, the Centurion’s words are paraphrased and 
used during Mass before the reception of Holy 
Communion. 
 

I tell you that not even in Israel have I found 
faith like this. 
In humility and faith the Centurion recognised 
Jesus’ authority and trusted the power that his 
word would have.  Jesus praises the Centurion, 
a Gentile, one considered to be beyond God’s 
mercy, and holds him up as a model of faith. 

 BACKGROUND NOTES 
9th Sunday in Ordinary time 
1st reading: 1 Kings 8: 41-43. 

 
The whole of chapter 8 is devoted to 
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the 
magnificent Temple he has just had built 
over the last 7 years using the best 
materials available at the time (1Kings 5-7). 
The Temple is a symbol of the presence of 
God among his people. 

 

In a passage which can be seen as one of the great prayers in the 
Old Testament, Solomon first prays for himself then for the people 
of Israel and also, in the few verses we are reading today, for 
foreigners who have heard the name of the Lord and have come 
to pray in this Temple. 

 

His words represent a significant shift in the traditional way 
foreigners were viewed in the Old Testament.  Until then they had 
been depicted as a group of people to be feared or rejected.  Here 
Solomon insists that God is not the exclusive property of the 
people of Israel and that the prayers of foreigners are as 
important to God as those of the Jewish people. 

 

In this he is returning implicitly to the original perspective of the 
Creation account in Genesis: God created humankind in his own 
image. (Genesis 1: 26-27) whether they are Foreigners—that is 
Gentiles, pagans, contemporary Christians, us—or the People of 
Israel.  God’s mercy is all-inclusive. 
 
 
 
 
 


