
Gospel: John 21: 1-19 
The Risen Jesus appears by the Sea of Tiberias 

 
It was by the Sea of Tiberias 
Also known as the Sea of Galilee, it is also the location of the feeding of the 5,000 (John 
6).  It is situated 80 miles north of Jerusalem, whereas Luke chapter 24 and John 
chapter 20 place Jesus’ appearances in or around Jerusalem. 

 

They caught nothing that night...It was light by now 
The opposition of night and day is typical of John’s gospel.  The risen Lord, the light 
of the world, appears at sunrise. 

 

Simon Peter, who had practically nothing on... 
Many scholars have wondered why Peter should put his cloak on to jump into the 
water.  It would hardly make swimming easier.  
Although we cannot be sure, one explanation might be that Jews were very 
sensitive about not greeting others, when wearing unsuitable clothing.  The event 
is typical of Peter’s impetuous character as depicted in the Gospels. 

 

The breakfast on the beach 
We can recall other episodes in the gospels where significant events occur around 
the breaking of bread and eating of fish, in particular the feeding of the 5,000 and 
the meal at Emmaus. 
The injunction to bring some of their catch is symbolic of the disciples’ apostolic 
mission to draw people to Jesus.  The fish caught that morning were not needed, 
as Jesus was already cooking some.  Jesus apparently does not eat, but gives the 
food to the disciples.  This passage has Eucharistic overtones. 

 

One hundred and fifty three fish 
Much has been written about the significance of this number.  Nothing is certain.  
It may be the number of known species at the time, which would in turn indicate 
that Jesus calls all people to himself. 

 

Simon Peter...do you love me? 
Jesus asks this question three times and it is generally thought that in doing so he 
gives Peter the opportunity to make amends for his three-fold denial (John 18: 15-
18, 25-27).  The scene taking place around a charcoal fire reinforces this link. 

 

When you grow old, you will stretch out your hand 
As well as the literal meaning of the words, some commentators also see in this 
phrase a reference to crucifixion.  Peter, according to tradition, was crucified 
upside-down in the reign of the emperor Nero around 65AD. 

BACKGROUND NOTES 
3rd Sunday of Easter –Yr C 2016 

First Reading: Acts 5: 27-32, 40-41 
Today’s passage gives an account of Peter’s second discourse 
before the Sanhedrin—the supreme Jewish court dealing with 
religious matters.  It is the second time Peter is brought before the 
court as he did not follow their ruling that he should not preach in 
the name of Jesus (see the 1st appearance before the Sanhedrin in 
Acts 4: 1-22).  
This second trial moves on and deepens the first.  
The whole purpose of this section seems to be to show that the 
apostles are fearless even under persecution.  Peter accuses the 
Sanhedrin of having caused Jesus’ death: 'It was you who had him 
executed by hanging on a tree' .   
It is possible to see parallels between this 
episode and the warnings Jesus gave the 
apostles about what they were to expect 
when giving witness (Luke 21: 12-15). 
In a nutshell Peter sums up what they are 
witnessing to and why they are prepared to 
ignore the Sanhedrin’s ruling.  For the first 
time, we see Jesus called “saviour'.  They 
preach repentance—that is a complete 
change of mind and heart— and forgiveness as Jesus asked them 
to do (Luke 24: 47) 
In the verses which are missing from today’s text (33-39), a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel appeals to the Sanhedrin and advises 
clemency.  Previous so-called spiritual leaders had died and very 
swiftly their following had dwindled.  The same thing might 
happen here too.  If it does not, then it will be a sign that 'this 
movement of theirs' comes from God.  
The Sanhedrin accepted his argument and simply ordered the 
apostles to be flogged and released.  
They continued their preaching, glad to have suffered for Christ as 
he had suffered for them. 
 


