
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute … 

 

Cry out with joy to God all the earth, O sing to the glory of his 
name,  O render him glorious praise, alleluia.          (Entrance Antiphon) 
 

O Lord my God, I will thank you forever.                                      (Psalm) 
 

God has now raised (Jesus) up to be leader and saviour… we are 
witnesses to this…                                                              (Second Reading) 
 

Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.                      (Gospel)     
 

Let us pray in confident peace and Easter hope: 
Father in heaven, author of all truth, a people once in darkness has 
listened to your Word and followed your Son as he rose from the 
tomb.  Hear the prayer of this new-born people and strengthen 
your Church to answer your call.  May we rise and come forth into 
the light of day to stand in your presence until eternity dawns. 
              (Old Opening Prayer) 
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 This week’s texts if you want to reflect further: 

Acts 5:27-32.40-41; Psalm 29; Apocalypse 5:11-14; John 21:1-9 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

Year C 

10th April 2016 

We continue to celebrate the Resurrection with readings that 
describe the joy of being able to share the Good News about Jesus. 

In the First Reading we hear how Peter and the first disciples 
encountered opposition and misunderstanding as they witnessed 
to the people of Jerusalem.  Despite this they are full of gladness. 

The Psalm is one of rejoicing and praise of God because, “Lord, you 
have rescued me and have not let my enemies rejoice over me …  
you have changed my mourning into dancing”.  

John (Second Reading) describes the heavenly witness to Jesus, 
that gives praise, honour, glory and power to him for ever. 

The apostles meet Jesus again in Galilee when, once again, he calls 
them away from their fishing to follow him (Gospel).  Peter is 
forgiven and is asked to affirm his love by tending the “flock” that 
is the Church. 

Like the apostles, we are witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus.  
How does this make a difference to my daily life, and the life of 
those around me?  How will I share my love for Jesus my Lord? 

The Collect 
May your people exult forever, O God, 

 in renewed youthfulness of spirit,  
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption, 

 we may look forward in confident hope  
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. 

 

Yes, Lord,  
you know I love you 



First Reading: Acts 5:27-32. 40-41 
 

The high priest demanded an explanation of the apostles.  “We gave 
you a formal warning”, he said, not to preach in this name, and what 
have you done? You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
seem determined to fix the guilt of this man’s death on us.”  In reply 
Peter and the apostles said, “Obedience to God comes before 
obedience to men; it was the God of our ancestors who raised up 
Jesus, but it was you who had him executed by hanging on a tree.  
By his own right hand God has now raised him up to be leader and 
saviour, to give repentance and forgiveness of sins through him to 
Israel.  We are witnesses to all this, we and the Holy Spirit whom 
God has given to those who obey him.”  They warned the apostles 
not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them.  And so they 
left the presence of the Sanhedrin glad to have had the honour of 
suffering humiliation for the sake of the name. 

As I come to my prayer, I try to become quiet and still.  When I am ready, 
I read the story of the apostles appearance before the religious authorities. 

I notice Peter’s explanation of their continued preaching of the Risen 
Jesus.  What do I think and feel about his words?  I may like to speak with 
Peter, or with my Risen Lord, if this helps me in my prayer. 

Perhaps I recall a time when I have been called upon to witness to the 
truth about Jesus.  How did I respond...and how do I feel about it now?       

How might I describe the experience; may be joyful, or challenging, or...?
Was I “glad to suffer humiliation for the sake of the name”?  I ponder. 

I end my prayer slowly, perhaps asking for whatever grace I need to 
continue to be a witness to my Risen Lord for those around me. 

Gospel of John: 21: 1-19 
 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples.  It was by the Sea of Tiberias, 
and it happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his 
disciples were together.  Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing.”  They 
replied, “We’ll come with you.”  They went out and got into the boat but 
caught nothing that night. 
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the 
disciples did not realise that it was Jesus.  Jesus called out, “Have you 
caught anything, friends?”  And when they answered, “No,” he said, 
“Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find something.”  So they 
dropped the net, and there were so many fish that they could not haul it 
in.  The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.”  At these  

words, “It is the Lord,” Simon Peter who had practically nothing on, 
wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water.  The other 
disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were 
only about a hundred yards from land. 
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread there, 
and a charcoal fire with fish cooking on it.  Jesus said, “Bring some of the 
fish you have just caught.  Simon Peter when aboard and dragged the 
net to the shore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty three of them; and 
in spite of there being so many, the net was not broken.  Jesus said to 
them, “Come and  have breakfast.”  None of the disciples was bold 
enough to ask, “Who are you?”; they knew quite well it was the Lord.  
Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the 
same with the fish.  This was the third time that Jesus showed himself to 
the disciples after rising form the dead. 
After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these others do?”  He answered, “Yes Lord, you know 
I love you.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He replied, “Yes Lord, you 
know I love you.”  Jesus said to him “Look after my sheep.”  Then he said 
to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?  Peter was 
upset that he asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” and said, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.”  Jesus said to him, 
“Feed my sheep.”  “I tell you most solemnly, when you were young you 
put on your own belt and walked where you liked; but when you grow 
old you will stretch out your hands and somebody else will put a belt 
round you and take you where you would rather not go.”  In these words 
he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to God.  
After this he said, “Follow me”. 

After coming to some stillness in the presence of God, I read the Gospel 
slowly, perhaps several times, allowing its story to touch me in new ways. 

I may like to picture the scene in my mind and heart, or to imagine 
retelling the story as if to a small child.  What do I notice?          
I stay with whatever part of the scene, or whatever words strike me.        
I speak with the Lord in whatever way seems right for me ...and I listen. 

I may be drawn to watching the disciples’ slow realisation that the Lord 
Jesus is present with them.  And I reflect: how do I recognise the presence 
of the Risen Jesus in my every day life?  Are there people who help reveal 
his presence to me, as the beloved disciple did for Peter?   

I listen as Jesus questions Peter.  Perhaps he asks the same question of me.  
What response do I want to make to the Lord? 

Jesus does not promise Peter that the task will be easy, but the invitation 
remains: ‘Follow me.’  What do I want to ask of the Lord to help me? 


