
Brief notes on the shorter Gospel version— 
Luke 23:1-49 

 

The whole assembly then rose, and they brought Jesus before Pilate. 
Only the Roman authorities had the power to carry out the death sentence and so 
the Jews brought Jesus before Pilate, then governor of Roman Judea, the southern 
half of Palestine.  Initially Jesus had been accused of blasphemy, a religious matter 
(Luke 22:66-71). 
Now the charge is a threefold one, political in nature and totally untrue.  Pilate did 
not want to gratify or offend Jesus’ accusers and passed Jesus, (as he was a 
Galilean), over to the jurisdiction of Herod Antipas.   
Herod and his guards treated Jesus with contempt and made fun of him 
Herod regarded Jesus as a joke, clothing him as a king and mocking him.  Another 
translation of verse 11 could be: ‘Herod with his soldiers behind him, thought that 
Jesus was of no importance’.  Seeing Jesus as no threat to him, he sent him back to Pilate. 
Pilate was anxious to set Jesus free  
Pilate tried four times to avoid condemning Jesus; he referred the matter to 
Herod, offered to scourge Jesus and then release him, told the Jews to settle the 
matter themselves (John 19: 6-7) and asked the Jews to release Jesus at Passover 
time (Mark 15:6). 
Pilate, an experienced Roman governor   
Pilate had made some serious mistakes in his government of Palestine, having 
deeply upset the Jews by allowing his troops to carry standards topped with a bust 
of the reigning emperor who was, at this time, officially a God.  The Jews pleaded 
with him to stop this practice and were threatened with death. 
He had also brought a new water supply into the city funding it with money taken 
from the Temple treasury.  Had these incidents been officially reported, it seems 
certain that Pilate would have been dismissed.   
The Jewish officials had implied there could be trouble in store for him when they 
said to Pilate ‘If you set [Jesus] free you are no friend of Caesar’s’. (John 19:12) 
They seized on a man, Simon of Cyrene 
Palestine was an occupied country and any citizen could be made to serve the 
Roman government.  A criminal was marched to the place of his crucifixion by the 
longest possible route.  When Jesus was no longer able to bear the weight of his 
cross, Simon of Cyrene would have been tapped on the shoulder with the flat side 
of a Roman spear and forced to carry the cross behind Jesus. 
Today you will be with me in Paradise 
It is said that Jesus was deliberately crucified between two known criminals, to 
identify him with them, and so humiliate him before the crowds.  
When Jesus promised the penitent thief Paradise, a Persian word for a walled 
garden, he promised him a place of honour.  A Persian King bestowed a very 
special honour on his chosen subject by inviting him to be his companion in the 
garden.  
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Psalm 21 

 
This Psalm has a very special place in Christian hearts as so many 
of its lines occur or are referred to in the different Gospel 
Passion narratives: 
They toss their heads: Matthew 27: 39 
He trusted in the Lord: Matthew 27: 43 
Let him save himself: Luke 23: 35 
They divide my clothing among them: John 19: 24, Matthew 27: 36 
They cast lots for my robe: Luke  23: 34, Mark 15: 24, Matthew 27: 36 
My God, my God why have you forsaken me: Mark 15: 34, 
Matthew 27: 46 
 

In contrast to similar prayers of approximately the same period 
(from Egypt, Babylon or Sumer—present day Iraq), the psalmist 
speaks to a God with whom he entertains a very close intimate 
relationship. 
 

The enemies attacking the psalmist are described using animal 
imagery (dogs in this passage): they personify the evil 
surrounding him. 
 

Whereas the first three stanzas explain the torment of the 
psalmist, the last stanza is an invitation to praise the Lord, 
starting with those close to him, his brethren and then moving, 
in increasing circles, to Jacob’s sons and to the whole people of 
Israel. 
Jesus will have known this psalm by heart from his youth and  
prayed it many times. 


