
Gospel —Luke 13: 1-9 
Repent or perish—The parable of the fig tree 

 

Jesus is addressing a large crowd and his disciples, including Peter.  The passage 
focuses on the unpredictability of the end of one’s life and the need to be prepared 
through repentance of one’s sins.  The first verses of this chapter are only to be 
found in Luke’s Gospel. 
The Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. 
There are no historical records of this event; however some scholars think it might 
refer to an episode recorded by Josephus, the 1st century Jewish historian.  
Galileans were leading a rebellion against Rome, protesting about Temple funds 
being used to pay for an aqueduct for the town.  
Pilate ordered his men to attend the Temple in disguise.  At a given signal, they 
attacked the Jews in the Temple. 
Others suggest it might refer to the massacre of Samaritans climbing their holy 
mountain, Mount Gerizim, in 35AD.  Pilate was recalled to Rome to explain his actions. 
At all events, the episode is in keeping with the character of Pilate as we know it. 
Those eighteen on whom the Tower of Siloam fell. 
Nothing is known about this event but clearly it was familiar to Jesus’ listeners.  
Jesus probably refers to one of the towers on the South Eastern corner of Jerusalem 
guarding an aqueduct bringing water to the pool of Siloam. 
Were they more guilty than the people living in Jerusalem? 
At the time people believed that there was a relationship of cause and effect 
between sin and punishment.  Pain and premature death were seen as signs of 
God’s displeasure. 
Jesus is keen to refute that idea.  Whatever the cause of death, the people did not 
die because they were sinners nor do their deaths indicate that they were sinners. 
Parable of the barren fig tree 
This parable is designed to give people hope.  It is possible to see the landowner as 
symbolising God, the fig tree as the Jewish people, the gardener as Jesus. 
 The fig tree: A common plant in this area.  In the Old Testament, it is often 

seen as a symbol of safety and security (1Kings 4: 25) or of the people of Israel 
(Hosea 9: 10, Micah 7: 1) 

 Dig round it and manure it: A reprieve for the tree is negotiated.  We can see 
in this a symbol of God's mercy and the fact that we will have help when we 
endeavour to bear fruit. 

Some scholars also see in this parable an example of a favourite idea of Luke in his 
Gospel and in the Acts of the Apostles, that of Christ delaying his return (also called 
Parousia) in order to give more time for the Gospel to be preached and for people to 
repent. 

BACKGROUND NOTES  

3rd Sunday in Lent Year C 

Psalm 102 

 
This psalm is a song of thanksgiving for God’s love and forgiveness 
for us all.  It helps to negate the old division sometimes made 
between the Old and the New Testaments: the first supposedly 
being centred on fear, the second on love.  
As is usual in this type of psalm, the author starts with an 
introduction of thanks to the Lord and then gives reasons for his 
gratitude.  For this he uses a series of verbs in close succession: 
forgives, heals, redeems, crowns, does justice, gives judgement. 
 

At first the psalmist speaks in his own name (My soul), then 
addresses the rest of the people present who pray with him (he 
crowns you with love and compassion).  
Through him, the whole people of Israel give thanks. 
The phrase, often repeated throughout the Psalter, ”The Lord is 
compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy” echoes the 
words of the Lord on Mount Sinai in the presence of Moses 
(Exodus 34:6).  It describes the psalmist’s understanding of the 
nature of God. 
God’s greatest expression of his love for us all is his mercy and 
forgiveness despite our faults (he forgives all our guilt).  
He loves all who “fear him”.  The Hebrew word translated here by 
“fear” does not have the modern implication of anxiety, 
apprehension, alarm at possible punishment.  Rather it denotes 
awe, reverent respect, honour and obedience to the Lord’s will. 


