
BACKGROUND NOTES 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C— 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 12: 12-30 (part) 

 

From last week (2nd Sunday in Ordinary time) to the beginning of 
Lent, we are given the 1st letter of Paul to the Corinthians to read and 
pray.  Paul founded the Christian church in Corinth where he lived for 
about 18 months in 49-51 AD.  He wrote his letter from Ephesus (now 
in Turkey), probably in 57 AD. 

Corinth was a bustling, wealthy industrial and shipbuilding centre also 
famous for its architecture and the Arts.  It had a cosmopolitan 
population coming from all parts of the Roman Empire. It was also a 
noted sport centre hosting the Isthmian games every other year. 

In this epistle, Paul answers two letters he has received concerning 
lack of harmony and internal strife in the Corinthian church. 

In the passage we read last week, Paul was focusing on the spiritual 
gifts which some Corinthians were using as a way of claiming 
leadership above others.  This was a cause of dissension.  There are a 
variety of gifts given by the Spirit, each enabling the Christian to make 
a specific contribution to the whole community.  

This week, we see how Paul uses his extended metaphor of the body 
and its different parts. All parts of the body need each other, and 
must work together for the welfare of the whole. 

Paul addresses all Corinthian Christians: “You (in the plural form) are 
Christ’s body”. Contemporary Christians can also apply his words to 
the Church, as the embodiment of Christ in the world. Beyond the 
different peoples and cultures there is a unity: we all believe in Christ. 
We are part of this one body. 

Paul expresses the same idea more succinctly in his letter to the 
Romans:                
Just as each of our bodies has several parts and each part has a 
different function, so all of us, in union with Christ, form one body, and 
as part of it we belong to each other” (Romans 12: 4-5) 

Gospel : Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21 
Jesus teaches in the synagogue 

 

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts... 
Writing the best Greek in the New Testament, Luke formally introduces us 
to his Gospel and to the start of Jesus’ public ministry.  
In his carefully researched account of Jesus’ life, he builds on the ‘well 
founded teaching’ of eye witnesses and reminds us of the vital importance 
of Scripture, the words of which are being fulfilled as we ‘listen’.   
An ordered account for you, Theophilus 
Luke has written his Gospel for ‘Theophilus’ meaning ‘Lover of God’, so, in 
effect, he addresses each one of us today.  
Luke also refers to him as ‘Excellency’, a title given to high officials in the 
Roman Government.   
Jesus with the power of the Spirit in him...taught in their synagogues...  
Jesus, prompted by the Holy Spirit, had returned to Galilee in Northern Palestine.  
The synagogue was the centre of religious life; there was only one Temple 
but according to the Law there had to be one synagogue for every ten families.  
Jesus was used to teaching in synagogues and familiar with the Sabbath 
service which had its origins in the long history of the Jews.  It usually 
consisted of prayers, readings, and teaching by way of a homily.  
The book to be read and commented on was determined by the season, but 

the preacher could choose the passage. 
He stood up to read and they handed him the scroll   
As was the custom, Jesus stood to read and sat down to deliver his homily.   
Jesus was already highly thought of, and at that time 
the ruler of a synagogue would invite a ’distinguished’ 
adult Jewish male to read the scripture of the day and 
deliver a homily on it.  
This period of time in Jesus’ ministry has been called  
the ‘Galilean springtime’, because opposition to his 
teachings had yet to become apparent.  
On this occasion Jesus combines chapters 61: 1f and 58: 6 from the prophet 
Isaiah.  These words were originally addressed to the Jews as they looked 
forward to the rebuilding of their nation. 

This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen 
Luke uses the word ‘today’ at times of great importance, for example the 
annunciation to the shepherds, the story of Zacchaeus, and the thief who 
recognised Jesus on the Cross. 
 
 


