
BACKGROUND NOTES 
 

Christ the King Psalm 92 
 

This psalm is the first of a group– up to Psalm 99– 
which are called “enthronement” psalms. 

Some scholars suggest that these psalms were used 
at an annual festival where God was invested with 

kingship, but this is by no means certain.  
 

Verses 3 and 4, which have been omitted from the 
lectionary, speak of God’s victory in conquering the 

chaos represented by water: ”Greater than the roar 
of mighty waters...the Lord is glorious on high”. 

 

The shift of address in the Psalm - that is, the first 
stanza speaking about the Lord and the following 

two speaking to him - probably indicates two 
different groups of people singing the psalm. 

 
 

The world you made firm, not to be moved 

Gospel : John 18: 33-37 
 

There is a real contrast between Jesus the universal King, whom we 
celebrate today, and the helpless baby born in Bethlehem whom we will 
be welcoming in a few weeks time. 
The praetorium 
The Gospel this week relates part of Jesus’ trial by Pontius Pilate. ,It takes 
place inside the Praetorium, the official residence of the Prefect. 
Normally, the prefect would reside in the capital of Palestine, Caesarea, 
but on the occasion of major Jewish feasts, the Prefect took up residence 
in Jerusalem to be on hand in case of major law and order problems. 
Pontius Pilate 
He was prefect of Judea for ten years from AD 26-36. 
We notice that in John’s gospel, he appears in the narrative without any 
explanation, so it is likely that he was a well known figure for his 1st 
century audience. 
Are you the King of the Jews? 
What matters most to Pilate is to establish whether the person in front 
of him poses a real threat to the Roman Empire and risks disrupting law 
and order.  Throughout his interrogation, Pilate does not disguise his 
enmity.  His tone is hostile and confrontational. 
He is not interested in what Jesus might have done, but in who he is. 
Trials of criminals would not normally have involved a high ranking 
official such as Pontius Pilate, unless they were presumed guilty.  The 
issue here is not about establishing guilt but determining punishment. 

Mine is not a Kingdom of this world 
Jesus establishes clearly the non political and non national nature of his 
Kingship.  He is no threat to Rome. 
His reply uses arguments which Pilate could understand: he does not 
have an army of soldiers protecting him. 
So you are a King? 
Kingdom and Kingship are common themes throughout the Synoptic 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke).  Jesus is shown as the fulfilment of the 
long awaited Messiah of the Old Testament.  In John’s Gospel, however, 
the issue only becomes important in chapter 18.  
Yes, I am a King 
Jesus defines the nature of his Kingship. 
The Kingdom “of this world” and Jesus’ kingdom share the same space, 
but they differ in attitude and worldview.  One is concerned with ruling 
with absolute power, the other with providing a leadership of service.  
I was born to bear witness to the truth 
The essence of Jesus’ kingship is to testify to the truth, that is the 
absolute faithfulness of God.  
 


