
 

SAINT LUKE 



An Introduction to the Gospel  

according to Luke 

 
The Gospel according to Luke had been referred to as 

‘the loveliest book in the world’, also the best account 
of the life of Christ ever written.  

Although Luke is not named in the Gospel itself, 
tradition has it that he was the author.  It was usual 

in the ancient world to attach the names of famous 
people to books; as Luke was not well known in the 

early church, his name would not have been attached 
to the Gospel unless he had written it.  

 
Luke was a Gentile, unlike the other New Testament 

writers who were Jews.  

He was a doctor by profession, said to be a 
sympathetic man with a love of people.  

There is a legend saying that he was also a skilled 
painter.    

He was probably an elder and overseer of the 
Christian community at Antioch, a Syrian who was 

multicultural in language and outlook.   
His Greek is the best of the four Gospels and was 

almost certainly his mother tongue. 
 

Antioch was the political and cultural centre of the 
Roman Empire, with a mixed Greek-speaking 

population that included Jews. 
Luke does not claim to be an eye witness, but one 

who learned the stories of Jesus from those who had 

been there at the time.  

 

Luke addressed his Gospel to ‘the most excellent 
Theophilus’, a title given to high officials in the 

Roman Government.   
Each Gospel was written from a certain view point 

which has been captured by a symbol; Luke’s symbol 
is a calf, a sacrificial animal.   

Of all the gospel writers, Luke saw Jesus as the one 
who sacrificed himself for all people, Jews and 

Gentiles, saints and sinners alike. 
 

Luke’s writing is carefully researched and well 
written.  As a friend of St Paul he will have known 

the great figures of the Church.  He was Paul’s 
companion in prison in Caesarea for two years. 

His accuracy is notable when he carefully dates the 

emergence of John the Baptist. (Luke 3:1-2) 
 

Luke’s Gospel, with its sequel the Acts of the 
Apostles, was written around 85AD and includes 

almost all of Mark’s gospel.   
It is a Gospel of mission and salvation, with journey 

as a key theme.  Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem with his 
disciples occupies ten chapters (9:51-19:48) as 

opposed to one chapter in Mark’s Gospel. 
 

Luke also highlights the meals of Jesus, culminating 
in the Eucharist.  Other important themes are God’s 

forgiveness, Jesus’ prayer, the Holy Spirit, the poor 
and marginalised, women, and Mary as the first 

Christian.  The climax of his Gospel is Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven.(24:51-53). 

 

It is clear that Luke wrote mainly for Gentiles, which 
makes his gospel one of the easiest for us to read 

today. 
 

 



The Season of Advent 

 
Each year, the season of Advent marks the beginning 

of a new Church Year.  This year, 2015-2016, is Year 
C when we will read the gospel according to Luke on 

most Sundays. 
Throughout this period of Advent, contrary to what 

the media would like us to believe we prepare not 
just for Christmas festivities, presents and good food, 

but for the coming of our Lord. 

 

Advent means Coming. 
  

In fact we prepare for 3 comings: 

 
 The coming of Jesus, God made man, born weak 

and vulnerable in Bethlehem, the First Coming. 
 The coming in glory of Jesus at the end of time, 

the Second Coming.    
 The coming of Jesus in our hearts, as with Mary 

we welcome him and say YES to him. 
 

We live in the period of history between the first and 
second coming, so in Advent we reflect on this.  We 

watch and wait in hope, prepare a way for the Lord 

and long for his coming to dispel our darkness. 
 

Advent is also a time when, to prepare ourselves for 
the Lord’s coming, we look at our lives and repent for 

the times when we have not let his light shine 
through us.  
 

With a great feeling of expectancy and joy we can cry 
out in Aramaic, the language Jesus himself used: 
     

    “Maranatha” 
 

   “Come, our Lord!” 

 

 
The Coming 

 
And God held in his hand a small globe. 

“Look”, he said.  The Son looked. 
 

Far off, as through water, he saw 
A scorched land of fierce colour. 

The light burned there;  
Crusted buildings cast their shadows; 

A bright serpent, a river, uncoiled itself, 
Radiant with slime. 

 

On a bare hill a bare tree saddened the sky. 
Many people held out their thin arms to it, 

As though waiting for a vanished April 
To return to its crossed boughs. 

 
The Son watched them. 

“Let me go there”, he said. 

 
    R.S. Thomas 



The Gospel : Luke  21: 25-28, 34-36 
“Your liberation is near at hand” 

 

In the 7th century BC, Jeremiah prophesied the coming of a new 
‘virtuous branch’ of Judaism, bringing hope and joy to the people 
who were living in corrupt and difficult times. (see 1st Reading 
comments opposite). 
Today, on this first Sunday of the Church year, we remember and 
celebrate the fulfilment of that prophecy of the First Coming of 
Jesus as a new born baby in Bethlehem.  We also remember that we 
are waiting for the time when Jesus will come again ‘with power 
and great glory’ (v27). 
Luke tells us of Jesus’ warning to be ready for the Second Coming of 
the Son of Man, (a term the Lord sometimes used to identify 
himself), especially by guarding against worldly indulgence.   
Luke wrote his Gospel in the 80s AD, a period of time between the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies (70 AD) and the 
expected final end.  The people were wondering when Jesus would 
return.    
Luke was saddened by the decadent, corrupt and cruel times they 
were living in.   

 

There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars 
Jesus uses apocalyptic language, which was familiar to his listeners, 
with the intention of encouraging them to have hope and faith in 
the triumph of good over evil at the end of time.  These terrifying 
happenings do not signal the destruction of mankind but their 
ultimate liberation. 

 

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in glory 
 

The chaos in the cosmos is not a reason for Jesus’ disciples to panic 
but a time to stand erect with confidence and great expectancy, 
ready to greet the ‘Son of Man’. 

 
 

BACKGROUND NOTES 1st Sunday of Advent 
1st Reading: Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

 
 
 

Chapter 33 is not part of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of 
the Hebrew bible, and this has led scholars to believe that it is a 
later addition.  It is not really possible to know for certain, however, 
it forms part of the section called the “Book of Consolation” as its 
purpose is to give renewed hope to the people amidst a very 
difficult political climate. 

This chapter consists of seven oracles of which our passage is the 
4th.  Jeremiah is in prison following his constant criticism of 
political intrigue.  The historical context is one when the people are 
losing everything they hold dear, temple, city, king, home, family 
because of their exile to Babylon.  
 

It looks as if God has abandoned his people.  Yet the Prophet 
promises —in words nearly identical to those in chapter 23: 5-6—a 
restoration of kings of the line of David.  Judah, the Southern 
kingdom, will be restored to prosperity. 

 

Christians in later centuries have seen in those lines the promise of 
the coming of the Messiah in the person of Christ.  God is faithful, 
he does not abandon his people even in their darkest hour, be they 
exiled or in prison. 

 

As we journey through Advent, it is not so much that we await the 
fulfilment of the promise made in these verses, it is rather that we 
are transformed by the waiting. 


