
 

                                                    

ST. BEUNO’S OUTREACH IN THE DIOCESE OF WREXHAM 

Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute …… 
 

From all eternity, O Lord, you are.          (Psalm) 

 

He loves us and has washed away our sins with his blood  
                (2nd reading) 
 

‘Mine is not a kingdom of this world’         (Gospel) 

 

‘All who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.’       (Gospel) 

 

Almighty and merciful God, you break the power of evil and make 

all things new in your Son Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe. 

May all in heaven and earth acclaim your glory and never cease to 

praise you.             (Old Opening Prayer) 

How 

does this 

image 

help me 

in my 

prayer? 

https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com 

This week’s texts if you want to reflect further 

Daniel 7: 13-14,  Psalm 92,  Apocalypse 1: 5-8,  John 18: 33-37 

Is there someone with whom it may be helpful 

to share my reflections this week? 

FEAST of OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,   
UNIVERSAL KING. 

 

Last Sunday in Ordinary Time,  Year B 
22nd November 2015 

Mine is not a kingdom of this world 
 

 

The Feast of Christ the King marks the end of the Church year B.  
From next week, the 1st Sunday in Advent, the readings will be 
taken from Year C in our Missals and we shall be reading and 
praying Luke’s gospel. 
 
Both the First and Second Readings focus on the eternal sovereignty 
of the Lord.  Daniel has a vision of a “son of man” to whom glory and 
kingship is conferred whereas, for the author of the Apocalypse,  
Jesus Christ is the Ruler of the kings of the earth.  He made us all  
kings and priests to serve God the Father who is the “Alpha and the 
Omega”. 

 

The Psalm verses are part of a song praising the Lord as King of 
creation.  He has conquered chaos and made the world firm.  He is 
now sitting on his throne for ever more 
 

John’s Gospel reminds me, though, that Jesus’ kingdom is different 
from those I see in the various other monarchies around the world. 
Jesus tells Pilate that his kingdom is one of truth, not war. 

 

 

Collect    
 

Almighty, ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things  

in your beloved Son, King of the Universe,  

grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 

 may render your majesty service 

 and ceaselessly proclaim your praise  

….one God, for ever and ever. 



Psalm 92 

The Lord is King, with majesty enrobed.  R/. 
 

         The Lord is king with majesty enrobed; 

 The Lord has robed himself with might, 

 He has girded himself with power. 
 

 The world you made firm, not to be moved; 

 Your throne has stood firm from of old. 

 From all eternity, O Lord, you are. 
 

         Truly your decrees are to be trusted.  

 Holiness is fitting to your house, 

 O Lord, until the end of time. 

I come to pray this psalm in the way that is most helpful to me; 
saying it aloud or in the silence of my heart, stopping where I feel 
drawn, allowing the images it holds to touch me.  Maybe I ask the 
Holy Spirit to be with me… 
 

On this feast of Christ the King I may be drawn to consider what 
royalty means to me.   
Have I ever seen a coronation or a King or Queen in full regalia?      
I compare the images I have in my mind with those of the Lord in 
this psalm.  In what ways are they different? 
 

I read the psalm again. 
When I look at the world the Lord made, at nature, how do I feel: 
awed and humbled by its immensity, amazed that I should have a 
part to play in it...or…? 
 

The psalmist praises the Lord for all he has done throughout the 
ages from all eternity, expressing his gratitude and trust.   
As I struggle from one day to the next with the normal events of 
my life, I may be drawn to reflect on what eternity means to me.  
 

Can I find instances in my own life when I have found it difficult to 
trust the Lord’s decrees?  What happened? 
I tell the Lord, my King, what is on my mind and in my heart. 
 

At the end of my prayer time, I thank the Lord for being with me 
and take my leave in my usual way. 
 

 Gospel:  John 18: 33 - 37 
 

“Are you the King of the Jews?”  Pilate asked.               
Jesus replied, “Do you ask this of your own accord, or have others 
spoken to you about me?”  
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew?  It is your own people and the chief priests 
who have handed you over to me: what have you  done?”   
Jesus replied, “Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if my kingdom were 
of this world my men would have fought to prevent my being 
surrendered to the Jews.  But my kingdom is not of this kind.”   
“So you are a king then?” said Pilate. 
“It is you who say it,” answered Jesus.  “Yes I am a king. 
I was born for this, I came into the world for this: to bear witness to the 
truth; and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.”                          

I settle in my place of prayer and try to let go of all distractions … to 
allow God to look upon me with the fullness of his love.  I ask him to help 
me open wide my heart so that I can listen to his voice. 
 

In time, I ponder this conversation between these two very different 
leaders, Jesus and Pilate.  Perhaps I imagine myself as an onlooker.  
What do I see in these two faces?  How do their voices sound?  … 
cynical? … curious? … challenging? … gentle? … loving? … or something 
quite different? 
 

Maybe their conversation draws me to think of a prominent leader in our 
own world.  I consider what is it about them and their values that 
attracts and inspires me … or perhaps repels and troubles me.  
 

Jesus’s own leadership challenges me to seek out the truth and be ever 
alert to his voice in my own daily life. 
 

Are there times when I hear Jesus calling me to be with him, and ‘not of 
this world’? 
Do I sometimes struggle to stand alongside Jesus ‘on the side of truth’? 
 

I pray for strength to respond to Jesus’s special call to me as he gently 
invites me to build his kingdom, no matter what my limitations and 
weaknesses.  
 

When I feel ready, I end my prayer slowly, perhaps with an Our Father. 
 
 


