
BACKGROUND NOTES 

1st Reading Wisdom 7:7-11 

 
For a more detailed background to the book of Wisdom 

please refer to the Premow of the 25th week in 
Ordinary time (year B) 

 
This speech is attributed to Solomon.  At the beginning 

of this chapter, he is at pains to say that he is not 
especially wise: “Like all the others, I too am a mortal 

man”…(Wisdom 7: 1) 
To achieve wisdom, he must pray, and the content of 

his prayer is given in Chapter 9. 
He prefers wisdom to power, riches, health, beauty and 

light, but in fact when Wisdom is given to him—or 
“understanding” as he also puts it— all these other 

attributes come as well. 

 
If we read this passage in conjunction with today’s 

gospel, we can see how they are linked.  What the rich 
young man needs is the wisdom of which Solomon 

speaks, which in turn may bring in its wake 
power, riches and an awareness of the important 

values in life.    

Gospel Mark 10:17-30 

 

This passage is the third teaching from Jesus as he travels the 80 miles 
southward form Galilee to Jerusalem. (Mark 8:25 to 10: 45).  We have read in 
the past few weeks about Jesus’ dealing with the questions of marriage, 
divorce, and children.  Today he focuses on money and riches in the context of 
discipleship.  It is a development of his injunction at the beginning of Mark’s 
gospel : “Come, and follow me” (Mark 1:16) 

 

What must I do to inherit eternal life? 
The eternal life mentioned here could be also called the Kingdom of God, or 
salvation.  Jesus’ response will  show that what matters is not so much 
“doing” as “giving”. 

 

You know the commandments 
Jesus quotes the commandments as they appear in the Jewish Torah, as any 
rabbi of the time would have done.  He is advocating first of all the need to 
follow traditional Jewish morality.  

 

From my earliest days 
Although this story is often referred to as that of the ”Rich Young Man”, there 
is nothing in Mark’s version which indicates the man’s age.  

 

There is one thing you lack 
Mark shows Jesus advocating keeping the traditional commandments, but 
also going beyond them.  To be a disciple you must “love one another JUST AS 
[he has] loved you” (John 13:34)  This of course involves self sacrifice and denial. 

 

The disciples were astounded 
Their beliefs were still shaped by the Old Testament.  It was widely held at the 
time that wealth was a sign of God’s favour.  In the book of Job, for example, 
God gives Job his fortune back as a sign that he has regained His favour (Job 
42:10-17) 

 

It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
Much has been written about this phrase.  For some scholars it is simply a 
proverbial expression or an Aramaic exaggeration, for others the “Needle’s 
eye” was an actual gate in Jerusalem.  Such gates existed in most cities.  They 
enabled people to enter the town after the main gate had been closed.  They 
measured 3 feet by 4 feet, and a camel could only enter kneeling if all it 
carried had been off loaded.  The parallel between the unloading of a camel 
and the unloading of our possessions is clear. 
However, many exegetes think this interpretation was given to make Jesus’ 
pronouncement less harsh and more acceptable to listeners. 
 


