
Here’s a text if you’ve only a minute…  
   
The spirit came into me and made me stand up  [1st Reading]  
   
Our eyes are on the Lord     [Resp. Psalm]  
   
My grace is enough for you    [2nd Reading]  
   
My power is at its best in weakness  [2nd Reading]  
   
The Word was made flesh and lived among us; to all who did ac-
cept him he gave power to become children of God   
       [Gospel Acclamation]  
 

 Father, through the obedience of Jesus, your servant and your 
Son, you have raised up a fallen world.  Free us from sin and bring 

us to the joy that lasts forever.   [Old Opening Prayer] 
  

This week’s readings:  
Ezekiel 2:2-5 ; Psalm 122 ; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 ; Mark 6:1-6  

How does this image help me in my prayer? 
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Your merciful love, O God,  
we have received…  

    [Ent. Ant. (Psalm 47:10)]  
 

Today’s readings share a similar theme.   
In the 1st Reading , Ezekiel the prophet is sent to tell the Jews in 
exile in Babylon that worse was coming (the further destruction of 
Jerusalem), even though other prophets were painting a rosy 
picture.  For his troubles, he faces the rejection of the people of 
Israel.  

Paul the apostle (2nd Reading) is dealing with his own struggles, as 
his authority is challenged by some in the church in Corinth.  So he 
presents his credentials, including some supernatural visions he 
had, but balances these by disclosing something of the weaknesses 
that keep him humble.  

One of the major themes of Mark the evangelist is how Jesus is 
misunderstood.  Today's Gospel is an account of how Jesus’ kinsfolk 
rejected him because he, seemingly, lacked credentials.  Because 
they think they know everything there is to know about him, they 
are not open to Jesus’ message.  

Let us pray this week that, in our achievement-driven world, we 
remember that God doesn’t seek credentials, nor achievements, 
nor even perfection; only love, trust and faith.  All we are asked is to 
be faithful (‘our eyes always on the Lord’ - Psalm ), safe in the 
knowledge that God is ever close, offering us grace that is always 
sufficient.  
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Collect    

O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a fallen 
world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin, you bestow eternal gladness.  



2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10  
   
In view of the extraordinary nature of these revelations, to 
stop me from getting proud I was given a thorn in the flesh, 
an angel of Satan to beat me and stop me from getting too 
proud!  About this thing, I have pleaded with the Lord three 
times for it to leave me, but he has said, ‘My grace is enough 
for you: my power is at its best in weakness.’  
So I shall be very happy to make my weaknesses my special 
boast so that the power of Christ may stay over me, and that 
is why I am quite content with my weaknesses, and with 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and the agonies I go 
through for Christ’s sake.  For it is when I am weak that I am 
strong.    

I come to my prayer time gently, secure in the power of Christ 
over me.  Only when ready do I take the text and read it slowly.  I 
let the words sink deep within me.  
   
I think of Paul’s ‘thorn in the flesh’ - he doesn’t tell us what it is, 
only that he thinks it keeps him humble.   
Do I have any thorns of my own?  What are they?   
Have I ever pleaded with God to take them away?   
How do I feel when my prayers appear not to be answered?  
   
What of God’s response to Paul?  ‘My grace is enough for you: my 
power is at its best in weakness.’  I imagine God saying this to me 
today.   
Does it bring comfort?  Can I accept that all I do is because of 
Christ’s grace?   
Do I trust the Lord when he says that the weaker I become, the 
more room I leave for his Spirit to work through me?  
 
I spend whatever time I have left in the presence of God who 
knows what is best for me, who is on my side and whose power is 
at its best in my weakness.  
   

Gospel: Mark 6:1-6 

Jesus went to his hometown and his disciples accompanied 
him.  With the coming of the Sabbath he began teaching in 
the synagogue and most of them were astonished when they 
heard him.   They said, “Where did the man get all 
this?  What is this wisdom that has been granted him, and 
these miracles that are worked through him?  This is the 
carpenter, surely, the son of Mary, the brother of James and 
Joset and Jude and Simon?  His sisters, too, are they not 
here with us?”  And they would not accept him.  And Jesus 
said to them, “A prophet is only despised in his own country, 
among his own relations and in his own house”; and he could 
work no miracle there, though he cured a few sick people by 
laying hands on them.  He was amazed at their lack of faith.  

As always, I begin my prayer slowly.  I become aware of being in the 
presence of the carpenter, who is son of Mary but Son of God as well.  I read 
the Gospel slowly, allowing its sounds and images to touch me.  

 

Using my imagination, I see Jesus teaching in the synagogue.   
Does he seem at home?  How are the crowd with him?   
I listen to what they say of him.  In what way does their astonishment of him 
strike me?  

 

Typically, people marvel at what he does and says, but here they take 
offence.  Jesus appears to be surprised by their lack of acceptance of him.   
I look to Jesus as he responds.   
How does he deal with this rejection?   
How do I deal with rejection in my life?   

 

I think of times when, perhaps, I have judged others according to where they 
come from, their type of occupation or their family background. 
Do I sometimes think I know Christ when I only know something about him?   
Who is Jesus, Son of God, for me?  And, today, does he find faith in me?  
 

I conclude my prayer in the company of Christ who knows what it is to have 
his work limited, who understands amazement and surprise and who has felt 
the pain of rejection from those closest to him.  


