
BACKGROUND NOTES  
 Gospel: John 15: 26-27; 16: 12-15 

 

Pentecost 

Originally Pentecost was a Jewish festival called the Feast of Weeks.  It 

was celebrated on the fiftieth day after the beginning of the grain harvest.  

It was a major feast and a very popular one on which Jews came to 

Jerusalem from all over the world to celebrate. 

The Christian Feast of Pentecost 

It is celebrated 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection.  We find St Luke’s 

account of the first Christian Pentecost in today’s first reading.  (Acts 2:1-

11). 

Today’s Gospel 

We are reading two extracts of Jesus’ farewell discourses (John  ch.14-17) 

where he announces the Holy Spirit whom he calls “the Advocate” and 

the “Spirit of truth”. His coming does not depend  on our being able to 

understand, on the contrary his function is to lead us to the truth. 

He will lead you to the complete truth 

As elsewhere in the Gospel, the truth is the belief in Jesus Christ as the 

one who speaks the words of God. 

The Advocate, a Spirit of Truth 

This term belongs to the Roman legal system;  it means  a person in a trial 

who argues your case. The expression Spirit of Truth is found several 

times in John’s gospel ( for example John 14: 17, 15: 26 and the first letter 

of John 4:6). It has also been found in several other documents of the 

period and this has led scholars to conclude that it may well have been a 

Jewish expression of the time. 

He will be my witness and you too will be my witness 

The Holy Spirit  will give the witnesses the words they need. (see also 

Mark 13:11 and Luke 12:11-12)”Do not worry about how you are to 

defend yourselves or what you have to say, for the Holy Spirit will teach 

you at that very hour what you ought to say” 

He will  tell you 

The Greek word for “you” is plural so Jesus is not addressing one 

individual but all his followers, us too.   

What the Spirit will tell us (note that this verb is used three times in these 

few verses) will not be anything new  as he will not be speaking “as from 

himself” but he will glorify Jesus and tell us what the Father has given  his 

Son. 

Psalm 103 
 

This week we read a few verses from a long psalm of 
praise to God the Creator. It is often called “the pearl 

of the Psalter” and is written in a hymn-like style. 
Scholars have often noted parallels between this 

psalm and an Egyptian text to Akhenaton, the Sun 
King(1350 BC). However, the understanding of crea-

tion shown throughout the whole psalm and the refer-
ences to God’s spirit giving life are clearly those found 

in the book of Genesis (1-2) 
In this short extract the line “The earth is full of your 

riches” summarises the rest of the psalm. 

The reference to the Breath or Spirit of God, makes it 
the psalm of choice for Christians for Pentecost Sun-

day although the notion of God’s spirit here is  very 
different from the one of the Pentecostal Holy Spirit. 

However, it stresses that all God’s creation is depend-
ent on God’s presence and breath : “You take back 

your Spirit, they die,...You send forth your Spirit, they 
are created.” 

It is interesting to note that the Hebrew text uses the 
imperfect tense for this verse. This tense implies that 

the action mentioned, although having taken place in 
the past is still continuing at present. 

God’s creation is not complete, it is still unfolding and 
we are called to participate in God’s ongoing creative 

activity. 

This psalm is a good reminder of our duty to look af-
ter, protect and sustain God’s creation. 


