
GOSPEL:   JOHN   2:13-25 

Just before the Jewish Passover 
Jewish feasts are given prominence in John’s Gospel, they exemplify 
institutions before the coming of Christ. Many Jews would converge 
to the Temple from far and wide and so there would have been an 
increase in the number of people looking to buy animals for sacrificial 
purposes. 
 

Money changers at their counters 
Roman and Greek coinage which had the face of the Emperor  en-
graved on it were not allowed by the Jewish authorities. Only half 
shekels from the Tyre region which were made of pure silver and had 
no facial representation were acceptable currency. This accounts for 
the presence of money changers. 
 

Stop turning my Father’s house into a market 
Contrary to the other gospels writers, John here is not complaining 
about unfair trading but about trading in that particular place. . Jews 
and Gentiles are equal in God’s eyes; this was an important notion for 
the early Church. 
 

Jesus  begins to reveal his true identity as the Messiah by calling the 
Temple MY Father’s house. He has a special relationship with God. 
 

His disciples remembered the word of Scripture 
The quote is from Psalm 69:9. We see here an example of the disci-
ples understanding and belief gradually unfolding with the help of 
Scripture. 
Although the disciples were present, there is often a certain delay 
before they realise the full import of what they have witnessed.  
 

What sign can you show us? 
John’s Gospel emphasises signs rather than miracles. The Jews want a 
sign to justify his authority. Jesus' answer refers to his death and res-
urrection as the ultimate sign but the Jews misunderstand his answer. 
 

Destroy this sanctuary and in three days I will raise it up. 
At the time of writing this Gospel, the Temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed 
for several decades. Jesus is the new Temple; John always writes in the light of 
Jesus' resurrection. 

BACKGROUND NOTES 3rd SUNDAY OF LENT 
Second Reading 

1 Corinthians 1:22-25 
 

Paul has been speaking to the Corinthian Church 
about their disagreements and resulting divisions.  

He appeals to them to be reconciled and to be united 
in their ‘beliefs and practice’. 

He is speaking of his mission to preach the Good 
News that the crucifixion of Christ brings about.  He 

is only too aware of the difficulties this mystery 
presents, a mystery which cannot be explained away 

in words, it is purely a matter of faith.  
  

He quotes scripture to support what he is saying to 

them; a combination of Isaiah and psalm 33 
 

‘I shall destroy the wisdom of the wise and bring to 
nothing all the learning of the learned.  Where are 

the philosophers now, where are the scribes?’ 
 

Paul clearly defines the difference between the 
wisdom of God and man, the insurmountable 

difference between knowledge and faith.  
 

We enter the scene as he acknowledges the obstacles 
his preaching presents to some and the seeming 

madness of the Christian message to those who are 
not ready to hear it. 

 

This section ends with Paul’s declaration of his 
unfailing faith in the power and wisdom of God. 
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